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8   Opening Day of Rimon

     “Welcome Brunch”

9   Opening Mon. Hebrew

     Opening Rimon Noar

10 Opening Tues. Hebrew

15  Gesherim Families 

22  Gesherim Kids

29  NS-Erev Rosh Hashana

30  NS - Rosh Hashana

5     Rimon Resumes

10   Gimmel (5th gr.) Leads

             Shabbat Worship

       Bonim Young Children 

             Shabbat Experience

19 - 21 NS-MLK Observance


         


9   Gesherim Kids

13 - 16 JLF Teens Civil 

             Rights Trip

16 - 18 NS-President’s 

             Day Break         

29  4th Grade Naming

             Ceremony (6:30 - 

              (8:00 pm)


Calendar 2019-2020/5780 

1   Gesherim Kids

8   Purim Carnival

9   NO Hebrew Classes

13 Bet (4th gr.) Leads

             Shabbat Worship

22 Gesherim Families 

              to D.C.

28 Rimon Family 

              Bingo Night


5 - 12   NS - Spring Break

26        Gesherim Family

            Project Showcase/

            JRA visit


Please note:  
All Rimon classes are in session 


unless otherwise noted! 


“NS” - No School 

Dates are subject to change due to 
unforseen circumstances…always  
read your weekly Rimon update! 

1   NS - Thanksgiving Break

8   Gesherim Kids

13 Gesherim Leads Shabbat

           Worship

15  Chaverim (2nd/3rd) Family

            Social Action project

      Gesherim Family Project

            Showcase/JRA visit

22 - 31 NS - Winter Break


6   Bonim (K/1) visits the

     “Elmwood Park Zoo”

8   NS - Kol Nidre

20 New Parent Brunch in

           our Sukkah

     Gesherim Families

     Family Simcha Torah

           service and  

           Kind. Consecration


3   Gesherim Families to

        Mitzvah Circle

     Parent Series          

10  Olim (4th/5th) Family 

        Social Action project

      Gesherim Kids

      Parent Series 

17  Gesherim Kids

      Parent Series 

24  NS -Teacher Learning Day


3      Last Day of Rimon

10    NS - Mother’s Day

11    Last Monday Hebrew

        Last Rimon Noar

12    Last Tuesday Hebrew

17    End-of-Year Picnic

28    Confirmation (10th gr.)

         “Move Up” (6th gr.)



Contact Information
Lori Green, RJE     
Education Director  educator@temple-sholom.org      610-356-5165  ext. 113 

Rimon Hours
Sundays Kindergarten - 6th grade* 
9:30 am - 12:00 pm 
*6th grade follows the Gesherim calendar

Mondays Rimon Noar  7th - 12th grade 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
(Teens are encouraged to arrive as early as 6:30 pm for social time and pizza) 
*9th - 12th grade follows the JLF (Jewish Leadership Fellowship calendar

Mondays Rimon Hebrew 4th - 6th grade 
5:30 pm - 6:15 pm 
OR 
6:15 pm - 7:00 pm 

Tuesdays Rimon Hebrew 4th - 6th grade 
4:00 pm - 4:45 pm 
OR 
4:45 pm - 5:30 pm 

mailto:educator@temple-sholom.org
mailto:educator@temple-sholom.org


Dear Rimon Families, 

Welcome to Rimon 5780 at Temple Sholom!  I am delighted to partner 
with you in the joyful and sacred endeavor of exploring our Jewish 
heritage and values. Together we will learn, build community and 
discover how we can see our lives today through Jewish eyes.  

At Rimon we seek to create engaging, meaningful, and authentic 
experiences for all of our learners.  By involving all of the senses with a 
focus on whole-person learning — knowing, doing, believing and 
belonging - our learners engage in a multi-faceted approach to 
discovering all that is wonderful in our Jewish tradition.  
We do this by: 
•  Asking big questions  
• Encouraging voice and choice   
• Guiding our learners in personal exploration.                     

Rimon is a nationally recognized and unique program that focuses on 
the individual.  Pluralistic, inclusive, and learner-centered we look to 
the past to understand today and look towards the future.  The tag line 
to our Rimon logo indicates that Rimon inspires the mind, nurtures 
the heart, and changes the world.  This is Rimon! 

Our passionate clergy, faculty, and staff are eager and excited to 
partner with you in bringing Jewish learning to life.  From our 
youngester learners to Confirmation, college, and adulthood, we invite 
you to be part of this journey. 

Lori 

Lori Green, RJE 
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Rimon’s Mission 
The Rimon program at Temple Sholom engages students and their families 
in Jewish learning that inspires the mind, nurtures the heart, and 
encourages participants to change the world.  Through meaningful, learner-
centered engagement our diverse learners will be inspired to appreciate and 
celebrate being Jewish in our community and in today’s world. 

Rimon’s Vision 
Guiding our children in the exploration of their Judaism is sacred and joyful 
work. We recognize our students for who they are today and who the are yet 
to become. 

Each child brings unique ideas, prior experiences and skills to the learning 
spaces.  As such, we create learning opportunities that are engaging and 
challenging.  In the Reform Jewish tradition, we strive to create an 
atmosphere that encourages both indivuality and community bonds. 

We strive to guide our learners in finding personal meaning in their learning 
experiences through the exploration of traditions, sacred texts, Israel and 
Hebrew in ways that speak to them. We want each of our learners to 
embrace the values and lessons of our past and apply these to their current 
lives…and into the future. 

1

Inclusion at Rimon
Rimon is an inclusive, sacred learning community that welecomes  
and celebrates the uniqueness of each individual and family.   

To that end, we are committed to creating an inclusive environment for all 
families, respecting and welcoming equally all races, sexual orientation, 
gender identities, family structures, and religious backgrounds.  



Philosophy 
At Rimon we engage in meaningful education and best practices.  We want 
our students to connect to their Jewish selves, to each other, to our  
Temple Sholom community, and to Am Yisrael (the people of Israel). 

We believe in creating an environment where students are at the center. 
Our students are designers and architects of their own learning. We 
encourage curiousity, problem solving, and collaboration - all led by 
facilitators and guides who foster a deep connection to our people and our 
heritage. We believe in encouraging our students to create a pathway to 
see our world through Jewish eyes.  Our goal is to our students to feel 
inspired, energized and engaged in contemporary Jewish life. 

Goals 
Rimon seeks to encourage community among our children, families,  
and our synagogue. By creating a sense of belonging to community we 
hope that our students will feel comfortable with each other whenever they 
are together. 

Rimon seeks to help build a strong sense of  Jewish “self” in the hearts 
and minds of our students while complimenting their identities 
as Reform Jews.  

Rimon seeks to enable our children and families to understand our Jewish 
past while finding Jewish relevance in the present. Our ultimate goal is 
for our learners to be inspired to engage with contemporary Jewish living 
and empowered and committed to tikkun olam. 

Rimon seeks to provide a robust and engaging curriculum which 
emphasizes Torah, Am Yisrael, God and Hebrew in ways that will 
inform, challenge and inspire students and families to embrace their 
Judaism. 

Philosophy and Goals
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Enrollment Requirements
Our goal is to help foster a Jewish identity for our children and to teach 
Judaism as a faith that is lived each and every day. We invite our learners 
to enter a relationship with God, Torah, and Israel. The Rimon program 
seeks to enable our students to see themselves as participatory members of 
the Jewish community in ways that are personal and relevant. 

In accordance with the policy and position articulated by the Union of 
Reform Judaism (URJ) regarding enrollment in Reform religious schools, 
we embrace and maintain the following position: 

A student registered in Rimon at Temple Sholom may not 
be enrolled in the religious education and/or religious training programs 

of other religions or faith communities.

Our Jewish tradition teaches that one should “teach a child according to 
their own path.”  The welcoming learning environment at Rimon strives 
to make Jewish education accessible to all children.  Our faculty and 
madrichim (teen aides) work hard to ensure that every child has the  
opportunity to engage alongside their peers.  

Although Rimon does not have a dedicated special needs, we do make 
every effort to accommodate the needs of every child.  We welcome you to 
begin a conversation with us. Please contact Lori Green, Education 
Director to find out how we can work together to provide a meaningful 
Jewish education for your child. 
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Meeting the Needs of Every Child



Communication
Communication between our educational team, students,                            
and parents is key to the partnership of providing the best 
educational experience for our learners. 

Each week during the school year Rimon keeps parents informed of 
upcoming programs, important information, highlights, and individual 
classroom news. This weekly update will be emailed from Rimon to all 
parents.  This update is YOUR connection to everything Rimon!  Please be 
sure to read it each and every week. 

If you are not receiving our weekly Rimon news OR have a change 
of email please contact us!  

   
Please do not hesitate to contact the Education Director, Rimon Assistant, 
or your child’s teacher if you have a question or concern. We are all 
partners in this journey!  That being said, we ask that you respect the 
sanctity of Shabbat as well as refraining from conversing with a teacher 
during class time.  For other questions, please see the following: 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Dates                Abbey Krain, Executive Director                  
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Questions                  Cantor Jamie Marx                           
Billing Questions       Betsy Blackburn-Goslin, Bookkeeper  
Classroom Concerns       Your child’s Classroom 
Teacher\Lifecycle Issues/Concerns   Rabbi Peter Rigler                            

Curriculum
The Kindergarten through 12th gr. curriculum at Rimon is learner-centered. 
Our focus is on guiding our learners to become knowledgeable, reflective,  
and collaborative thinkers. Our curriculum enables our learners to be able 
to apply the their knowledge of the values and heritage of Judaism to make 
the world a better place.  Both what they learn and how they learn are 
equally important. 

Each component of the Rimon curriculm encourages learners to engage 
deeply in the topics being discussed, ask questions, share their voice, and to 
take risks.  Project Based learning, Inquiry, and STEAM, Jewish Life 
Vocuabulary, music, movement and more are utilized in order to nurture 
the hearts and minds of our learners.
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A Note About Projected-Based Learning 

Project Based Learning is a teaching method  
through which learners gain knowledge and  
skills by working for an extended period of time 
to investigate and respond to an engaging and  
complex question, problem, or challenge.   

Project Based Learning is designed to engage every learner in the process.  
Research has shown that people learn best by engaging in the learning 
process.  This active engagement includes asking questions - and seeking 
answers to the questions - which often leads to more questions. “Why?” is  
a question that is encouraged and embraced at Rimon. As learners find 
answers that have personal meaning, relevance and deep understanding 
occurs.  To learn more about Project Based Learning visit these resources: 

A snapshot of the “Why” of PBL 
https://www.pblworks.org/why-project-based-learning 

“An Ethic of Excellence” by Ron Berger will give you a glimpse into the kind of impact 
PBL can have on a school and community.   
(please see Education Director to borrow a copy) 
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Curriculum (cont’d)

A Note About STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) 

STEAM is an educational approach to learning that compliments Project 
Based Learning design.  Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math 
are all access points for guiding student inquire, dialogue, and critical 
thinking.  The end results are learners who take thoughtful risks, engage in 
experiential learning, embrace problem-solving, engage in collaboration 
and understand how to work through a process.  Best of all, it’s fun!

https://www.pblworks.org/why-project-based-learning
https://www.pblworks.org/why-project-based-learning


Curriculum 
Kindergarten through 5th grade 
Learning Teams                                                                                             
As members of  Rimon and of Temple Sholom we are individuals who 
are part of something bigger — the community of Am Yisrael (the 
People of Israel). Exploring our Jewish heritage and living and learning 
as Jews is not a solo activity - it is a communal! To that end Rimon 
fosters community among our participants through cross-age teams.  
Each team has 2 to 4 Learning Guides (teachers) as well as a number of 
madrichim (teen guides).  The Rimon teams are:                                                                                 

Bonim (builders) — Kindergarten and 1st grade 

Chaverim  (friends) — 2nd and 3rd grades  

Olim (ones going up) — 4th and 5th grades  

Driving Theme for Our Year                                                                 
The Epic Journey:                                                                        
From Creation to Modern Day Israel 

The Epic Journey of the Jewish people has spanned almost 4000 years.  
Rimon learners will focus this year’s learning on key parshiyot 
(portions) from Torah along with associated Jewish values. We will then 
fast-forward to today and the promise God made to Am Yisrael – a 
Jewish homeland...the land of Israel. Our obligation to our learners is to 
present Israel as a living and breathing entity – complete with all of her 
wonders and her challenges.  

Each “team” will explore and investigate the story, the message, and the 
Jewish values found in each Torah parasha. Through Project Based 
Learning (PBL), music and STEAM activities they will come to 
understand the beginnings of the Epic Journey of the Jewish People. 
Ending the study of Torah will leave the students asking, “Did the 
Israelites actually make it to the Promised Land?” 

During the second part of the year learners will engage with Israel as a 
modern nation.  Who lives in Israel?  What are the diverse narratives of 
those who live there?  What do they eat?  What is their culture like?  
What music do they listen to? Why is Israel a world leader in 
innovations?  All of this and more will captivate the imagination!
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Curriculum 
Kindergarten through 5th grade (cont’d)
Sundays at Rimon are full of learner-engaged activity and friendship.  
Each day begins with community-building and song session followed by 
sessions that include large and small group active learning, age-
appropriate tefillah (prayer), snack with blessings, and more.   

Voice and choice is an important goal of Rimon and is imbedded in our 
learning.  This is especially evident in our chugim (clubs) sessions.  
Chugim invite our children to choose an activity of their interest.  These 
activities are outside of the thematic topic of the curriculum but are 
overlayed with Jewish ideas and values.  Learners engage in chugim 
every other week choosing one topic in the fall and another in the 
spring.  Chugim choices may include but are not limited to Jewish 
Values Through Sports, Newspaper Club, Lego-Building, Creative Arts, 
and Social Action.
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Sixth Grade “Gesherim” 
Student & Family Program
The word Gesherim means “bridges.” This is the age that our sixth 
graders begin taking steps to cross the bridge from childhood to 
emerging Jewish adulthood.  

We believe that the family bond helps ease the                                         
transition from childhood to adulthood.  This builds                              
bridges that will lead children to Confirmation and                                    
beyond. We want our families to have engaging,                                      
relevant, and memorable learning experiences.                                                 
Gesherim is our way to help pave the path and set                                          
families on a learning journey together.  

Gesherim students do not attend the regular Rimon Sunday program 
however, they do attend mid-week Hebrew. Gesherim families meet with 
our clergy and staff approximately one time per month. Additionally, 
Gesherim students meet with our Gesherim Director, Lori Rubin once or 
twice per month. Whether it is a family meeting or a “students only” 
meeting, participants will engage in interactive and meaningful learning 
either at Temple Sholom or “out of building” education trips.  

Highlights of Gesherim… 

Torah Project  
Families will meet, one-on-one, with Rabbi Rigler, to work together to 
create a personal and creative presentation of the 6th grader’s own Torah 
portion. The presentation will be made in front of an authentic audience 
(the 6th grade families) during a special “Showcase” at Temple Sholom.  

Gesherim “Move Up” Ceremony  
The Gesherim “Move Up” Ceremony is a life-cycle moment unique to 
Temple Sholom. This is a very special time for our 6th graders as they 
“move up” from pre-teen to our Rimon Noar High School program. This 
ceremony takes place during the holiday of Shavuot, as we celebrate our 
people receiving the Torah from Mt. Sinai.  

Mark your calendars now…This year’s “Move Up” ceremony will take 
place on Thurday evening, May 28. 
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Hebrew Curriculum (background) 
Kindergarten through 6th grade

9

At Rimon, Hebrew instruction begins in Kindergarten and 
continues through Bar/ Bat Mitzvah! Hebrew, the language of our 
people is a living language and the language of prayer. This understanding 
informs our Hebrew program which seeks to touch the whole person - 
knowing  doing, believing, and belonging. What does this look like? 
Student-centered learning that is  “Engaging,” “Relevant,” “FUN!”

It’s a Fact! Unless students are immersed in a daily environment, learning to 
read or speak a second language is difficult. In the part-time Hebrew school 
environment this is even more daunting.  Studies and research have shown 
that there are two main factors for Hebrew success in supplementary 
synagogue education: 

Brain Development                                                                                                 
Learning the letters and vowels of the Hebrew alphabet                                     
as well as  being able to put them together and decode                                
words is not easy!        

• Unlike English where letters and words move from left                                 to 
right,  Hebrew  moves from right to left.                       

• Unlike English, Hebrew “vowels” are a set of dots and dashes that appear 
below, above, or beside the letters.  

• Hebrew letters have characteristics that are very different from English 
letters: 1)most are slight variations of a box; 2)some are exactly the same 
except for their length; 3)some are “look- alike” except for their orientation 
- turn it sideways and you have a different letter!  

Research informs us that the time to begin Hebrew decoding in 4th - 5th gr! 

Motivation  
Children are very often excited and motivated when they being to learn 
something new. Children are also often motivated by tangilble and time 
sensitive goals. In many synagogue-based religious schools children begin 
learning letters/vowels and decoding in 3rd or 4th grade. They are excited to 
learn this new skill and are motivated by its uniqueness. By 5th grade, the 
novelty has worn off. Couple that with the fact that for a 5th grader, Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah is too far off to contemplate. In 6th grade the motivation starts to 
return as the student realizes that the date is fast-approaching. 

 



Hebrew is the language of prayer and the language of 
our people - past and present. We aspire to offer our 
children many opportunities to engage with Hebrew 
language and prayer experiences. Our Hebrew program 
begins in Kindergarten and continues through 6th gr, 
Understanding the research on how children learn to 
decode has helped to inform and build a framework for 
the Hebrew program at Temple Sholom. 

Kindergarten through 3rd grade (Sunday Only!)                                      

Learners will be introduced to the Hebrew using a three-pronged 
approach: 

1. Hebrew Through Movement (based on an adaptation of James J. 
Asher’s Total Physical Response (TPR) has it’s roots in the way that 
children learn naturally. Students learn Hebrew by hearing and 
responding to Hebrew commands. Hebrew through Movement starts 
by laying a foundation of modern, spoken Hebrew, and it builds toward 
the goal of learning vocabulary related to the prayers in our siddur, as 
well as synagogue, holiday, and other Jewish vocabulary. The learning 
is playful, joyful, and meaningful. (To learn more about Hebrew 
Through Movement visit: https://www.hebrewthroughmovement.org/) 

Kindergarten through 6th grade (Sunday Only!) 

2. Prayer Experiences                                                                                                 
Led by our Cantor and songleaders our 
Kindergarten through 3rd graders will engage 
with prayer that is age-appropriate.  Each week 
they will have the opportunity to hear prayer,  
join in prayer, and connect spiritually to the 
prayers of our people in an authentic way. 

Hebrew Curriculum  
Kindergarten through 6th grade (cont’d)
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Hebrew Curriculum  
Kindergarten through 6th grade (cont’d)

Jewish Life Vocabulary              3.

11

Jewish Life Vocabulary enables our children to hear, understand, and 
say Hebrew words that are part of the synaogue and Jewish  life in 
America.  Words from Jewish Life Vocabulary can be a stand-alone word 
or a phrase, i.e. Mazel Tov - (congratulations)!  Other times these are 
words sprinkled into English sentences. Each Sunday Jewish Life  

Vocabulary will be introduced and infused into the Rimon experience.  
Below, you will find the vocabulary that will be introduced during the 
year. 



       Monday  OR  Tuesday   
5:30pm - 6:15pm      4:00pm - 4;45pm 
             OR                    OR 
 6:15pm - 7:00pm      4:45 pm - 5:30pm 

*Families may also choose one-on-one Hebrew tutoring via 
Skype or Facetime!   

Please speak to the Education Director  
regarding this option! 

Hebrew Curriculum - Mid Week 
4th- 6th grade
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4th gr. (Bet)  

Fourth grade (Bet) students build upon their Hebrew Through 
Movement experiences and Jewish Life Vocabularly knowledge by 
engaging with letter/vowel recognition and decoding skills.  

Let’s Learn Hebrew Side-by-Side is a program where learning takes 
place in an environment that utilizes online learning and hands-on 
reinforcement.  This program allows students to progress at their own 
pace in a technology rich environment with individual support and 
guidance from their teacher. With steady attendance at weekly class and 
at-home practice, our learners will quickly learn how to decode Hebrew. 
Once a student has completed Let’s Learn Hebrew Side-by-Side, they 
will be bon their way to begin reading and understanding the prayers 
and blessings of the Shabbat worship service.

Students who are planning to become Bar or Bat Mitzvah attend the 
midweek Rimon Hebrew program. Rimon is commited to providing 
our learners with small classes so that each will receive the guidance 
they need to achieve to the best opportunity for success. 

Families choose from the following options for class days/times: 
   



5th gr. (Gimel)  

Fifth grade (Gimel) students build upon the previous years’ experience 
with Let’s Learn Hebrew Side by Side and Hebrew Through Movement. 
This is the year that learners will begin the exciting process of not only 
decoding prayers but by making personal connections through the 
understanding of these prayers.   

The ability to be able to decode the words of prayers is only one piece of 
prayer mastery.  Understanding the purpose and meaning of each 
prayer enables the learner to make meaning of what they are decoding 
making the process of prayer mastery so much easier.   

Fifth graders will engage in this exciting work through the program, 
JPrayer.  JPrayer builds on the students’ knowledge from Let’s Learn 
Hebrew Side by Side, Hebrew Through Movement and the students’ 
knowledge of the weekly Jewish Life Vocabulary.  All of these pieces 
come together as JPrayer leads the learners through the Shema and 
accompanying prayers. 

The educators and clergy at Temple Sholom want each of our 
Hebrew learners to feel comfortable on the bimah.  To that end, each 
of our Hebrew groups will have the opportunity to help lead Friday 

evening Shabbat Family Worship on the following dates: 

4th gr. (Bet Class)           5th gr. (Gimel Class)  6th gr. (Gesherim Class) 
Friday, March 13            Friday, January 10     Friday, December 13

6th gr. (Gesherim)  

Sixth grade is an exciting and critical year for our students.  This is the 
*final year of formal Hebrew prior to beginning the Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
process with the Cantor.  This year the focus of the prayer experience 
will be on the Torah service. The Torah blessings, Haftarah blessings 
and the prayers and blessings that are part of the Torah service will be 
covered.  Reflections on these prayers and blessings as well as a review 
of prayers covered in 4th and 5th grade will prepare learners for their 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah journey.  

*Students who will become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah in the Spring of their 7th grade year or  
later will be eligible to join the Hebrew review “Boot Camp” as part of the 7th - 10th gr. 
Rimon Noar program that takes place on Monday evenings. 
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Rimon Noar - Teen Engagment 
7th - 12th grades

In a nutshell, Rimon Noar is all about relationships.  Rimon Noar is a 
place where 7th - 12th grade teens come together to share and continue 
their connections to Temple Sholom, their Jewish touchpoints, and their 
friends.  Rimon Noar is designed to meet teens where they are. The 
Rimon Noar program provides unique, innovative and engaging Jewish 
opportunities.  We want our teens to develop tangible life skills that will 
enable them to share their voices and passions as they continue to grow 
their individual and collective Jewish identity. 

Rimon Noar gathers on Monday evenings 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm.  Teens are 
invited to arrive at 6:30 pm to hang out with their friends and enjoy pizza 
sold by our youth group. 

Why Teens Attend Rimon Noar… 

• Tikkun Olam -  a commitment to make a world a better and more just 
place through social justice and social action. 

•  Kehillah - being part of a supportive, tolerant and interdependent  
thinking community. 

• Preparation - building knowledge and skills to navigate the college 
years and beyond through Jewish values and the tools for ethical 
decision-making. 

What Teens Gain from Rimon Noar… 

• Tangible Life Skills - participation in Rimon Noar enables teens to 
practice important skills for college and beyond such as, public 
speaking, debate, and advocacy. 

• Relationships - not only with other teens but with adults who will be 
seen as mentors in their future endeavors. 
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Rimon Noar - Teen Engagment 
7th - 12th grades (cont’d)
7th and 8th grade 
During the first part of the year 7th graders will explore the 
Holocaust through the lens of human behavior. Through film, 
primary sources, and discussion learners will wrestle with 
important themes and issues.  

Following Holocaust studies 7th graders will immerse themselves in 
examining Israel through historic and cultural narratives. 

The first part of the year 8th graders will be exposed to the difficult 
questions of Israel with a focus on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  
Through film, primary sources, and respectful debate 8th graders 
will gain a deeper understanding of the roots and various narratives 
of the conflict.  

The latter part of the year will invite 7th, 8th and 9th graders to 
come together as a teen community as they engage in electives. 

9th - 12th grade 
We are very excited about the launch of our  
NEW 9th - 12th gr JLF (Jewish Leadership 
Fellowship) program.  JLF is the Rimon Noar  
program for all 9th - 12th grade teens.  
Beginning in September and continuing through                  
March teens will engage in social justice,  
volunteering and advocacy. They will be empowered to take advocacy 
to the next level. The highlight of the learning will be a Civil Rights 
journey to the south February 13 - 16, 2020. 

During the latter part of the Rimon Noar year 9th graders will choose 
from any number of “electives” that speak to them.  11th graders will 
meet with Rabbi Rigler and Cantor Marx as they learn and create their 
Confirmation service.  
Confirmation will be held on Thursday evening, May 28, 2020. 
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Rimon Noar - Teen Engagment 
7th - 12th grades (cont’d)
Additional Teen Opportunities:

The Madrichim Team!                                                                           
The Madrichim Team program is designed for 8th - 12th graders who enjoy 
working with children - ages 5 - 12 in our Sunday Rimon program and/or 
our Weekday Hebrew program. Madrichim working in our program are 
integral members of the Rimon faculty and serve as aides, assistant teachers, 
and tutors for our younger children. Being a member of this very special 
group of teens builds leadership, education, and management skills.  

The Madrichim Leadership Program!                                      
Madrichim who are in 9th - 12th grade are invited to join the Madrichim 
Leadership Program.  This monthly program will meet on Sundays and is 
designed for teens who are considereing education/teaching as a career or 
becoming a religious school teacher while they attend college.  

The Madrichim Leadership Program helps interested teens move beyond the 
“helper” role in the classroom.  Our monthly topics will include stages of 
child development, creating engaging lessons and classroom management. 
Teens who are interested in this program should contact Lori Green. 

Rimon Songleaders!                                                                      
Under the leadership and direction of Cantor Marx, the Rimon songleaders 
play a critical role in our Sunday Rimon program. Teens learn songleading 
and teaching skills with Cantor Marx.  They teach and lead our K - 5 
students in joyful song, and teach and lead weekly tefillah (prayer)      
services on Sunday mornings.  The skills that these teens learn, and      the 
gift of Jewish music that they provide to others is wonderful.                                 
Please contact Cantor Marx for additional information.  

Youth Group                                                                                                     
   Temple Sholom’s Youth Group, ToaSTy, is a member of   
   NFTY (National Federation of Temple Youth) and invites  
   ALL 9th - 12 graders to participate.  ToaSTy is teen-led 
with the support and direction of our Youth Group Director- Marissa 
Kimmel. Overnights, trips and more await! Please contact Marissa Kimmel 
for additional information. 



Family & Parent-Only Engagement
Rimon invites our in Kindergarten through  5th grade families                    
to come together to learn and share.  By participating in both              
educational and  social action opportunities we hope that                 
Together, families will be encouraged to write write their own             
stories and add to the tapestry of Jewish heritage.

BONIM                       
(Kindergaten & 1st Grade)  

Sunday, October 6               
Tza’ar B’alei Chayim               

(Ethical Treatment of Animals)    
Elmwood Zoo 

Friday, January 10            
Bonim Young Children Shabbat 

Experience 

OLIM  
(4th & 5th Grades)  

Sunday, November 10                  
Rachamim and Kavod                     

(Compassion and Respect for All)                
“Integrate for Good” Project 

CHAVERIM  
(2nd Grade & 3rd Grades)  

Sunday, December 15            
(Helping To Clothe Those In 

Need) Mitzvah Circle* 

*2nd gr. Families will learn, sort, and 
pack for Mitzvah Circle at Temple 

Sholom! 

*3rd grade Families will learn and 
visit the Mitzvah Circle Warehouse. 

FOR ALL PARENT(S) ONLY! 
Sunday, September 8         

Welcome Back Brunch           
(Opening Day of Rimon) 

Sunday, October 20              
New Parent Brunch    

Sundays, November 3, 10, 17 
Parent Series with Anna Marx 
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Lifecycle Moments  

Kindergarten Consecration                                                                                
Our youngest students’ first steps into formal 
Jewish learning is a time for celebration! 
Consecration, a rite of passage for Kindergarten 
students at Temple Sholom, publicly recognizes 
this commitment to Jewish life and learning. As 
students are welcomed onto our bimah they are 
blessed by Rabbi Rigler and Cantor Marx, and 
receive their own torah scroll to commemorate 
this moment.  

Sixth Grade Aliyah “Move Up”                                                                          
The end of the sixth grade year marks the beginning of a new and exciting 
step in a student’s Jewish journey. During the seventh grade year many of 
our students will celebrate their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. They will also 
become members of our high school Rimon Noar program leading to 
Confirmation in 10th grade.  As young adults in the Rimon Noar program 
students will build upon and apply the lessons that they have learned to 
help them ethically and knowledgeably navigate the adult world. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah                                                                                 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah is a rite of passage for all young Jewish adults ages 
thirteen or older. This meaningful ceremony celebrates a student's first 
steps into Jewish adulthood. At Temple Sholom we encourage all of our 
students to take part in this life-cycle event by completing the 
requirements for a public ceremony which includess enrollment in our 
religious school through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah year, completion of our 
four-year Hebrew program along with Torah and Haftarah studies with 
Cantor Marx.  

Confirmation                                                                           
Confirmation is a tenth-grade "coming of age" ceremony that celebrates a 

young adult's emergence into Jewish adulthood. 
Much more so than Bar or Bat Mitzvah, the 
student who has continued their Jewish education 
is prepared to question, debate, and live their 
Reform Judaism while moving on to college and 
beyond. The bonds that are formed amongst our 
teens during this pivotal year creates life-long 
relationships that are evidenced during the 
beautiful Confirmation ceremony. 
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Celebrating a Bar or Bat Mitzvah
Student must be enrolled in the Rimon through their             

Bar/Bat Mitzvah year!  

Bar/Bat Mitzvah is an exciting life-cycle moment for our emerging teens.  
We want every student to feel comfortable with their skills as well as 
comfortable in our sanctuary and on our bimah. In order to achieve this 
students must reach competency to the best of their ability with our 
Rimon Hebrew curriculum. Every child, regardless of ability, is invited to 
become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  (Please speak with Cantor Marx or Lori Green with 
any questions or concerns.)    

In order for students to feel comfortable in the sanctuary and with 
Temple Sholom’s worship service they are asked to meet the following 
Service Attendance requirements: 

Kind. & 1st grade      1 Family Shabbat Service 

2nd & 3rd grade    1 Family Shabbat Services 

4th gr. (Bet)   3 Family Shabbat Services and  
     1 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah service at  
     Temple Sholom 

5th gr. (Gimel)    3 Family Shabbat Services and  
     1 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah service at  
     Temple Sholom 

6th gr. (Gesherim)   2 Friday Night Shabbat Services and  
     2 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah services  
     at Temple Sholom 
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Allergy and Food Policies
Temple Sholom is a nut and tree-nut free environment! 

During Sunday Rimon all of our students have the opportunity to recite 
the blessings and enjoy challah and white grape juice.  This will serve as 
their “snack” for the morning. 

If your child is gluten-free, has an egg allergy or 
cannot eat challah for allergy reasons please inform 

the Rimon office! 

If you are sending your child with a snack or special 
classroom treat either on Sundays or weekdays be 
sure to check all labels!   Nuts, tree-nuts, and their 
by-products are found in many pre-packaged foods 
and snacks 

Safety and Emergency Procedures
The health and safety of all of our children and staff are of the highest 
importance.  Over the past two years Temple Sholom has added a 
number of safety measures including but limited to:  

• Working closely with the Marple-Newtown Police Department to 
review our emergency procedures. 

• Live cameras on the outside of all entrances as well as the parking lots.  
These cameras are monitored in the main office. 

• A fob and intercom system for everyone entering our building. 

• Security Guard for worship services, Sunday Rimon hours, and special 
events. 

• Additional outdoor lighting. 

• Key staff members are trained and certified in Medical First Aid, 
Mental Health First Responder, and CPR. 

• Rimon faculty has been trained on the emergency procedures including 
evacuation plans and relocation plans. 
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Student and Parent ResponsibilitiesArrival and Dismissal 
Although we know that situations occur, we ask that your child(ren) arrive 
at Rimon on time.  There is so much that happens every minute during our 
short time together that we do not want anyone to miss a minute! 

Our Sunday Rimon program culminates in the sanctuary as a kehillah 
(community). Parents are part of our kehillah! Please join us in the 
sanctuary at 11:45 each Sunday morning. PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE 
SANCTUARY TO PICK UP YOU CHILD EARLY! This is disruptivie to our 
students, clergy,  and songleaders who are leading our final activities of the 
day!  Additionally, for safety and security reasons, please do not take you 
children when they are in the lobby or on their way to the sanctuary. 

Dismissal from the sanctuary happens by grade.  Once a grade is announced 
children whose parent(s) are inside the sanctuary may leave.  After this 
process is complete, we will dismiss students to those parents are in the 
carpool line. 

We realize that it is occasionally necessary to pick up your child early.  In 
this event we ask that you come into the office to speak with Lori.  

Class Visitation and Guests 
Parents are invited to visit their child(ren)’s classroom.  We ask that you 
contact the Education Director so that we know you will be coming.  Due 
to liability and insurance students may not bring guests to school.   

School Closings  
Notification of any school closures will be sent through Constant Contact! 

The decision to close Religious and/or Hebrew school is made jointly by 
the Executive Director and Education Director. This decision will be made 
by 7:45 a.m. on Sunday morning. Weekday closings follow the Marple- 
Newtown School District.

Tzedakah                                                                                              
Tzedakah (the opportunity to do righteous deeds for others), 
through monetary contributions, non-perishable food items 
for the hungry, or clothing for the needy. Tzedakah is at the 
heart of Reform Judaism and at Rimon. We hope that you will 
help your child participate. Tzedakah is collected during every 
Sunday and weekday session. 
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“Long ago the Jewish people came to the 
conclusion that to defend a country you need an 

army. But to defend a civilization you need schools. 
The single most important social institution is the 
place where we hand on our values to the next 

generation – where we tell our children where we’ve 
come from, what ideals we fought for, and what we 
learned on the way.  Schools are where we make 
children our partners in the long and open-ended 

task of making a more gracious world. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 


