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2018 - 2019/5779
16 Opening Day of Sunday
Rimon & Open House/
Brunch
17 Opening of Rimon Noar
23 Gesherim Families (6th gr.)
B’Yachad Opening Lunch
Erev Sukkot
24 Opening of Rimon Hebrew (M)
25 Opening of Rimon Hebrew(T)
30 Gesherim Kids (6th gr.)
Erev Simchat Torah/Kind.
Consecration

7 Gesherim Families (6th gr.)
13 Chaverim Families Program
(2nd/3rd gr) 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
14 B’Yachad meets
21 Gesherim Kids (6th gr.)
28 NO RIMON - Faculty
Conference

3 Gesherim Families (6th gr.)
8 Gesherim (6th gr.) leads
Shabbat worship
10 Bonim (K/1st) Families Program
B’Yachad meets
9 - Teens to L’Taken in D.C.
17 - NO RIMON, HEBREW, NOAR 19 Presidents’ Holiday
22 - Confirmation in D.C. for
25 L’Taken Seminar
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10
17
23

Gesherim (6th gr.) Kids
Gimel (5th gr.) leads Shabbat
B’Yachad meets
Rimon & Purim Carnival
“Masks & Margaritas” - Adults
Only!
24 Gesherim Families to D.C.

3

Olim Families Program
(4th/5th gr) 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
4 Gesherim Familes (6th gr.) —
Mitzvah Circle Social Action
B’Yachad meets
11 Gesherim Kids (6th gr.)
B’Yachad meets
17 Bonim Families Program
(Kind./1st gr.) 4:00 pm-6:00 pm
15 NO RIMON - Thanksgiving
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2nd gr. Families - @ Temple
Sholom
3rd fr. Famlies - @ Mitzvah
Circle
7 Family Shabbat/Chanukah
9 Gesherim (6th gr.) Kids
16 Olim (4th/5th) Families to
JRA
Gesherim (6th gr.) Families
to JRA
B’Yachad meets
23 - 31 NO RIMON - Winter Break
1-2 NO RIMON - Winter Break
6 Geherim (6th gr.) Kids
13 Gesherim Families (6th gr.)
B’Yachad meets
14 - NO RIMON, HEBREW, NOAR 20 - 22 NO RIMON MLK Holiday
27 Gesherim (6th gr.) Kids

7 B’Yachad meets
12 Bet (4th gr.) leads Shabbat
21- NO RIMON 23 Spring Break!
28 Gesherim Families (6th gr.)
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12
13
14
19

Gesherim Kids (6th gr.)
B’Yachad Closing Event
NO RIMON - Happy Mothers
Day
LAST Monday Hebrew
Rimon Noar “End-of-Year”
picnic
LAST Tuesday Hebrew
Rimon Closing Picnic!

JUNE 8 Confirmation (10th gr.)
AND Gesherim (6th)
”Move Up”Ceremony

PLEASE NOTE…
Unless otherwise noted,
Sunday Rimon
Rimon Hebrew
Rimon Noar
will be in session!

Dear Rimon Families,
What a delight it is to welcome you to Rimon 5779!
Together we will learn and grow, build community,
and find relevance for our lives today…all with joy.
These are the goals for our children and families at
Temple Sholom. At Rimon we seek to create engaging
and meaningful learning that is authentic for our
students and their families. Learning that speaks to the
lives of the learner in their everyday world brings Jewish
heritage to life in the 21st century. Rimon is a pluralistic
education program that welcomes diversity, offers
voice and choice, and encourages asking BIG
questions. Rimon, the Hebrew word for pomegranate,
invites all learners - children, teens, and parents - to taste
the many sweet seeds of our heritage and our people.

Rimon

Our unique Sunday
program focuses on whole-person learning - knowing,
doing, believing, and belonging. Exploration and discovery take place through
project-based learning where children have opportunities to express their interests and
passions. Children participate in experiences that engage them in Jewish content in
ways that are exciting, relevant, and meaningful. They will explore God, prayer,
holidays, Jewish values, and more as they learn from stories in Torah, text, and group
experiences. As they move through the Rimon program they will continue to build
upon their love of Jewish life and form connections and friendships that will last a
lifetime.
Our
Hebrew program begins in Kindergarten and continues through B’nai
Mitzvah. Informed by the most up-to-date research on decoding, reading and
language acquisition we begin sound-to-print learning as soon as children enter our
program. This methodology scaffolds the learning so that our students are
developmentally ready to engage in the next level. For our children at
the
sweetness of Hebrew - the language of our prayer and our people - is both fun and
engaging!
At Temple Sholom there are many guideposts and celebrations along the journey to
adulthood. Kindergarten Consecration, 4th grade Naming Ceremony, 6th grade
“Move Up” Ceremony, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Confirmation and more mark the steps along
this journey. Our
program (7th grade - 12th grade) offers emerging
young adults the knowledge, confidence, and skills to navigate the college years and
beyond.
I am both blessed and honored to join you on this awesome journey.
Remember, my door is always open!
b’Shalom,

Lori Green

Welcome! בְּרוּכִים ַה ָבּאִים
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At the Core of the Rimon
Program…
Learner-Centered

• Project-Based Learning offers voice &

choice
• Chugim (clubs) meet students’ passions
• Encourages curiousity, creativity &
discovery

Relationship-Building

• Learning spaces foster relationships
• Programs for students and families are
designed with relationship and
community building at the core

Pluralistic, Inclusive and Diverse

• Students from more than 17 different zip

code areas
• Welcoming to LGBTQ, interfaith, and multiethnic families and blended families
• Adaptable program to meet most
learning needs

“While we can remember the past, we cannot write the future. Only
our children, the future of our community, can do that.”

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks
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Philosophy & Goals
Philosophy

We believe that engaging in innovative educational principles and
best practices in order to connect our students to their Jewish selves, to
each other, to our Temple Sholom community and to Am Yisrael (the
people of Israel).
We believe in creating an environment where students are at the
center. Our students are designers and architects of their own learning.
We encourage curiousity, problem solving, and collaboration - all led
by facilitators and guides who foster a deep connection to our people
and our heritage. We believe in helping to create a pathway to see
our world through Jewish eyes, and feel inspired, energized and
engaged in contemporary Jewish life.

Goals
Encourage COMMUNITY among our children,
families, and the synagogue. This will enable our
students to feel comfortable with each other
whenever they are together in our community.
We strive to create a sense of belonging to a group
and to the synagogue.
Build a strong sense of JEWISH “SELF” in the minds and
hearts of our students which compliments their identities
as REFORM JEWS in AMERICA, has meaning in their lives today…
and for a lifetime.
Enable our children and families to understand our Jewish past
while finding Jewish RELEVANCE in the PRESENT. To be inspired
to engage with contemporary Jewish living and empowered
and committed to TIKKUN OLAM is our ultimate goal.
Engage in a curriculum which emphasizes TORAH, AM YISRAEL,
GOD and HEBREW in ways that will inform, challenge and inspire
students and families to embrace their Judaism.
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Enrollment Requirements
Our mission is to help foster a Jewish identity for our children, teach Judaism
as a faith that is lived each and every day, and invite them to enter a
realtionship with God, Torah, and Israel. We seek to enable our students to
see themselves as participatory members of the Jewish community in ways
that are personal and relevant.
In accordance with the policy and position articulated by the Union of
Reform Judaism (URJ) regarding enrollment in Reform religious schools, we
embrace and maintain the following position:
A student registered in the Temple Sholom Religious School may not
register nor be enrolled in the religious education and/or religious training
programs of other religions or faith communities.

Rimon Hours
SUNDAYS (Kind. - 5th gr.)
9:30 - Noon

MID-WEEK HEBREW (4th - 6th grades)
*Hebrew will take place in 45 minute, small-group
sessions

Monday: 5:30 - 6:15 or
6:15 - 7:00
Tuesday: 4:00 - 4:45 or
4:45 - 5:30

GESHERIM FAMILY (all 6th grade families)

Please see dates on the Gesherim Calendar

RIMON NOAR (all 7th - 10th grades)
Mondays: 7:00 - 8:30
(6:30 - 7:00 pizza dinner/ social)
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Communication
Communication between our educational team, students, and parents
is of the utmost importance! We are in a partnership with Rimon and
home in order to provide the best education. Communication is key in
order to benefit all of our students and their families.

WEEKLY UPDATES!

EACH WEEK families will receive an email “blast” through CONSTANT
CONTACT. This weekly email will arrive on Thursday afternoon!
In the email you will find:
• Upcoming dates and reminders
• Communication from each class/teacher which
includes highlights of the most recent class
activities and what to look forward to for the
following class!
This weekly communication is YOUR connection to everything Rimon…
please be sure to read it carefully each week!
*If you are not receiving the weekly email “blast” from Rimon
please contact the school administrator to let us know!
EDUCATION DIRECTOR
Lori Green
(610) 356-5165 x113

RIMON ASSISTANT:
Claire Williams
(610) 356-5165 x128

educator@temple-sholom.org

rimon@temple-sholom.org

Please remember that during Rimon hours we are busy attending to our students
and faculty. Please forgive us if we are unable to give you our full attention. By
making an appointment ahead of time we can ensure that you receive the
personal attention that you deserve!
Please remember to respect the sanctity of Shabbat!
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Meeting the Needs of
Every Child
Temple Sholom’s
program welcomes ALL children. We pride
ourselves on being a warm, nurturing, and welcoming learning
environment where we do our best to make Jewish education accessible
to all children regardless of their individual needs. Whether it be physical,
social, or emotional needs we encourage children to learn side by side
with their peers.
Judaism teaches that one should “teach a child according to their own
path.” Our faculty and madrichim (teen aides) work hard to ensure that
every child has an opportunity to do just that. Whether it be providing a
teen “shadow,” modified instructional materials, modified learning
expectations, or modified time expectations, it is our belief that every
child should have the opportunity to maximize their learning potential
and participate fully in the educational, spiritual, and social activities of
our program.
ALL children at Temple Sholom are encouraged to celebrate a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah. Each Bar or Bat Mitzvah is tailored to the child’s needs as well as
their families’ needs. Please do not hesitate to speak to our clergy
regarding and questions or concerns that you may have concerning a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
Temple Sholom does not have a dedicated special needs program nor
self-contained classrooms. We do, though, make every effort to
accommodate the needs of each and every child and welcome you to
begin a conversation with us. Please contact Lori Green, Education
Director to find out how we can work together to provide a rich Jewish
education for your child.
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About the Rimon
Curriculum
Learning at
is a unique experience! “Student-centered,”
“Engaging,” “Relevant,” “FUN” are all words that describe our
program.
By asking questions - big and small - and discovering the answers
through investigation, conversation, and project design our children
learn from our past and make relevance for their lives today. “Why” is
a question that is embraced at .
.
Research has shown that people learn best by engaging in the
learning process. Active engagement includes asking questions - and
seeking answers to those questions. This process often leads to more
questions! As learners find answers that have meaning for them,
relevance and deep understanding occur.
Whether your child is in our Sunday program or in our teen
program they will engage in active learning that is “Studentcentered,” “Engaging,” “Relevant, “FUN”!
At Rimon HEBREW begins in Kindergarten and continues through Bar/
Bat Mitzvah! Hebrew, the language of our people, is a living language
and the language prayer. This understanding informs our Hebrew
program which seeks to touch the whole person - knowing, doing,
believing, and belonging. What does this look like? “Studentcentered,” “Engaging,” “Relevant, “FUN”
Please see the grade-level curriculum on the
ollowing pages to get a glimpse into our program!
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Kindergarten through 5th grade
The GOALS that frame learning for Kindergaten through 5th grade are:
Community-Building:
As members of Rimon and of Temple Sholom we are individuals who are
part of something bigger — the community of Am Yisrael (the People of
Israel). Exploring our Jewish heritage and living and learning as Jews is
not a solo activity - it is a communal! To that end one of the goals of
Rimon is to foster community among our participants. The Rimon
experience includes cross-age groupings:
Bonim - Kindergarten and 1st gr.
Chaverim - 2nd and 3rd grades
Olim - 4th & 5th grades

Learning & Discovery:

The concept of B’tzelem Elohim (created in
the image of God) will infuse all areas of our
Kindergarten through 5th grade learning this year. By focusing on
B’tzelem Elohim our learners will come to understand that, as members of
the Jewish people, we have the responsibility to act with compassion and
understanding in everything thing that we say and do. We are God’s
partner in helping to make our world the best that it can be for ourselves
and for others.
Rimon offers a unique learning environment that uses thought provoking
and interesting materials and discussions…all guided by our trained
faculty. These serve to invite students to explore the myths, narratives,
symbols, rituals, arts, and ethical teachings that shape Jewish life. From
this experience our children will learn with their heads, their hearts, their
hands, and their feet.
Our quest to discover how we can act B’tzelem Elohim capitalizes on
technological innovations that are redefining education in the
21st century. Students use computers and even mobile devices to
construct new understandings of the world through active exploration,
discussion, experimentation, and reflection. Technology and many other
methods will help our students understand the past in order to create
meaning for today…and look towards the future.
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Kindergarten - 5th grade (cont’d)
Hebrew

Kind. through 3rd gr. (Sundays only)
“Hebrew Through Movement” has it’s roots in the way that children learn
naturally. Students learn Hebrew by hearing and responding to Hebrew
commands. Hebrew through Movement starts by laying a foundation of
modern, spoken Hebrew, and it builds toward the goal of learning
vocabulary related to the prayers in our siddur, as well as synagogue,
holiday, and other Jewish vocabulary. The learning is playful, joyful, and
meaningful. To learn more about “Hebrew Through Movement” visit:
http://www.hebrewthroughmovement.org
Kind. through 5th gr. (Sundays only)
ALL students will have the opportunity to engage in age- appropriate
prayer experiences. Tefillah (prayer) is led by our cantor and songleaders.
Chugim (Clubs)
Chugim takes place on alternate Sundays and offer sall of our children an
opportunity to choose a chug (club) that interests them. Sports,
Newspaper, Creative Arts and more are offered at age-appropriate
levels.

Rimon Sunday Schedules
(subject to change!)

! Week
“A”
!

Bonim
Builders
K/1!

9:30 - 9:45

Kehillah

9:50 - 10:10

10:15 - 11:45

Nisayon & Hebrew

Tefillah
(parents invited)

10:15-10:30
10:30-10:45

Kehillah

!“B” Week
!

Bonim
Builders
K/1!
!

Chaverim
Friends
2/3

Nisayon & Hebrew

Tefillah
(parents invited)

Kehillah

9:50 - 10:30

Nisayon
(experiences)

9:30 - 9:45

Kehillah

!

11:00 - 11:45

Tefillah

Nisayon

(parents invited)

(experiences)

10:15 - 10:55

9:50 - 10:10

Tefillah

Nisayon

(parents invited)

(experiences)

Snack

Snack

11:50 - 12:00

Kehillah
(parents invited)

11:00 - 11:45

11:50 - 12:00

Chugim

(parents invited)

Kehillah

K,1,2

Kehillah

9:30 - 9:45

Gesherim
Bridges
6

Kehillah
(parents invited)

10:30-10:55

Tefillah

Nisayon

(parents invited)

(experiences)

9:50 - 10:30

! Olim

Ones
Going
Up
4/5

Snack

Library

10:45-11:00 11:15 - 11:30
11:00 - 11:15 11:30 - 11:45

9:30 - 9:45

! Olim
Ones
Going
Up
4/5

Kehillah
(parents invited)

Library

!

Chaverim
Friends
2/3

11:50 -12:00

Snack

Kehillah

Nisayon
(experiences)

Snack

Snack

Kehillah

Chugim
3,4,5

(parents invited)

10:35 - 10:55

11:00 - 11:45

11:50 - 12:00

Tefillah

Chugim
3,4,5

(parents invited)

(parents invited)

Kehillah

Gesherim families will meet approximately one time per month for experiences
that will take place both within the walls of Temple Sholom
and outside of those walls.
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Club 45 is our Youth Group for 4th
& 5th graders only!
Kid’s get together throughout the
year for friendship and lots of
FUN!
For more information please
contact our
“Club 45” Youth
Group Leader,
Robin Weinstein

6th grade Year
“Gesherim”
The word Gesherim means “bridges.” This is the age that our sixth graders
begin taking steps to cross the bridge from childhood to Jewish adulthood.
We believe that the family bond helps ease the
transition from childhood to adulthood, and builds
bridges that will lead children to Confirmation and
beyond. We want our families to have engaging,
relevant, and memorable learning experiences.
Gesherim is our way to help pave the path and set
families on a learning journey together.
Gesherim students do not attend the regular Rimon Sunday program but,
do attend mid-week Hebrew. Gesherim families meet with our clergy and
staff approximately one time per month. Additionally, Gesherim students
meet with our Gesherim Director, Lori Rubin once or twice per month.
Whether it is a family meeting or a “students only” meeting, participants will
engage in interactive and meaningful learning either at Temple Sholom or
“out of building” education trips.

• Highlights of Gesherim include:

Torah Project
Families will meet, one-on-one, with Rabbi Rigler, to work together to
create a personal and creative presentation of the 6th grader’s own
Torah portion. The presentation will be made in front of an authentic
audience (the 6th grade families), during a special “Showcase” at
Temple Sholom.

Gesherim “Move Up” Ceremony
The Gesherim “Move Up” Ceremony is a life-cycle moment unique to
Temple Sholom. This is a very special time for our 6th graders as they “move
up” from pre-teen to our Rimon Noar High School program. This ceremony
takes place during the holiday of Shavuot, as we celebrate our people
receiving the Torah from Mt. Sinai.
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Middle & High School Years
As our children enter the middle school and high school years we
marvel at all of the changes that are taking place. They are growing
so quickly... emotionally, and spiritually. The time between the Bar or
Bat Mitzvah and high school graduation seems to happen within the
blink of an eye.
The pressures on teens is enormous! Extra-curricular activities, peer
pressure, grades, relationships, and the pressure to achieve with the
goal of college in mind can be overwhelming. Teens need a time
and a place to take a break from these pressures. This is why we
invite and urge EVERY student to be a part of our post B’Nai Mitzvah
program
!
is a supportive, diverse, and independent thinking
community of Reform Jewish teens that share the bond of friendship
and so much more! Teens have an opportunity to socialize, share with
each other, and to just be themselves. The adults that interact with
our teens are not only teachers but charasmatic adults who help to
lead our teens.

7th Grade
Seventh grade is a transitional year for our teens. They have
“graduated” from our “elementary” program and they are now
entering a new and exciting learning environment. Many of these
students have just had or are about to have their Bar or Bat Mitzvah.
They have learned the basics and are now able to use these lessons
to develop ideas and opinions as emerging Jewish adults
During the 7th grade year teens will engage in interactive and
choice-based exploration with the focus being the “Holocaust and
Human Behavior” and “Israel…the Real Story.” Towards the latter
third of the year 7th graders will have opportunities to engage in
learning with each other and learn alongside the 8th & 9th grade
students.
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Middle & High School
Years (cont’d)
8th Grade
Eighth graders are quickly maturing and
reaching the developmental stage
where they begin to think more deeply
about the world around them. This
awareness brings with it many questions
about the connections between
themselves, their Judaism, and the greater
world.
Events over the past year have demonstrated how teenagers can
mobilize to force change in our country and the world. The history of our
people’s journey, our experiences, and our values, inform how we think
about big issues. We work to become instruments of change to help
repair our broken world.

9th - 12th Grades
High School teens will come together on Monday evenings to learn,
discuss and debate. The “Visiting Clergy” class, led by Rabbi Rigler, will
lead teens in thoughtful discussion, discovery, and questioning about
Judaism and other faith groups. Teens will have the opportunity to meet
with these faith leaders and ask probing and important questions about
topics ranging from human rights, civil rights, God beliefs, and more.

10th Grade Confirmation
Confirmation is a milestone along the journey to adulthood for all 10th
graders. This is the year that brings together all that one has learned
during the years of formal Jewish learning. After spending the better
part of the year in Rabbi’s “Visiting Clergy” class 10th graders will spend
the latter part of the year learning about, creating, and preparing their
own Confirmation experience. This life-cycle moment will take place
during the holiday of Shavuot in early June.
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Middle & High School
Years (cont’d)
Additional Teen Opportunities…
The Madrichim Team!
The Madrichim Team program at Temple Sholom is designed for 9th 12th graders who enjoy working with children - ages 5 - 12 in our Sunday
Rimon program and/or our Weekday Hebrew program. Madrichim
working in our program our integral members of the Rimon faculty and
serve as aides, assistant teachers, and tutors for our younger children.
Being a member of this very special group of teens builds leadership,
education, and management skills.

Rimon Songleaders
Under the leadership and direction of Cantor Marx, the Rimon
songleaders play a critical role in our Sunday Rimon program. Teens
learn songleading and teaching skills with Cantor Marx, teach and lead
our K - 5 students in joyful song, and teach and lead weekly tefillah
(prayer) services on Sunday mornings. The skills that these teens learn,
and the gift of Jewish music that they provide to others is wonderful.
Please contact Cantor Marx for additional information.

Youth Groups
Temple Sholom’s Youth Group, ToaSTy, is a
member of NFTY (National Federation of Temple
Youth) and invites ALL 9th - 12 graders. ToaSTy is
teen-led with the support and direction of our Youth
Group Director- Marissa Kimmel. Overnights, trips
and more await! Please contact Marissa Kimmel for
additional information.
Jr. ToaSTy is Temple Sholom’s Youth Group for all
6th - 8th graders. Trips, programs and more offer
opportunities for fun and friendship.
Please contact Robin Weinstein for more information.
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Hebrew & Prayer
It’s a Fact! Unless students are immersed in a daily environment,
learning to read or speak a second language is difficult. In the
part-time Hebrew school environment it is impossible. What
students can learn in the part-time Hebrew school environment is
decoding skills along with a small vocabulary.
Studies and research have shown that there are two main
factors for success in Hebrew decoding in supplementary
synagogue education - brain development and motivation.
Brain Development
The brain develepment of a child lends
itself to delaying Hebrew decoding until at
least 4th gr. or 5th gr. Learning the letters
and vowels of the Hebrew alphabet as
well as being able to put them together
and decode is not easy. Here is why:
•Unlike English where letters and words
move from left to right, Hebrew moves from right to left.
• Unlike English, Hebrew “vowels” are a set of dots and dashes
that appear below, above, or beside the letters.
• Hebrew letters have characteristics that are very different from
English letters: 1)most are slight variations of a box; 2)some are
exactly the same except for their length; 3)some are “lookalike” except for their orientation - turn it sideways and you
have a different letter!
Motivation
Children are very often excited and motivated when they being
to learn something new. Children are also often motivated by
tangilble and time sensitive goald. In many synagogue-based
religious schools children begin learning letters/vowels and
decoding in 3rd or 4th grade. They are excited to learn this new
skill and are motivated by its uniqueness. By 5th grade, the
novelty has worn off. Couple that with the fact that for a 5th
grader, Bar/Bat Mitzvah is too far off to contemplate. In 6th
grade the motivation starts to return as the date and scope of a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah is more tangible.
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Hebrew & Prayer (cont’d)
Hebrew is the language of prayer and the language of our people past and present. We aspire to offer our children many opportunities to
engage with Hebrew language and prayer experiences. Our Hebrew
program begins in Kindergarten and continues through 6th gr,
Understanding the research on how children learn to decode has
helped to inform and build a framework for the Hebrew program at
Temple Sholom. Take a look at our goals…
Kind. through 3rd gr. (Sundays only)
“Hebrew Through Movement” has it’s roots in the way that children
learn naturally. Students learn Hebrew by hearing and responding to
Hebrew commands. Hebrew through Movement starts by laying a
foundation of modern, spoken Hebrew, and it builds toward the goal
of learning vocabulary related to the prayers in our siddur, as well as
synagogue, holiday, and other Jewish vocabulary. The learning is
playful, joyful, and meaningful.

4th gr. (Mondays or Tuesdays only)

Students will continue “Hebrew Through Movement” through the first
part of the year. Letter/vowel recognition and decoding skills will be
introduced during the second part of the year using the program,
“Let’s Learn Hebrew Side by Side”. “Let’s Learn Hebrew Side by Side”
allows students to progress at their own pace in a technology rich
environment with individual support and guidance from their teacher.
With steady attendance at weekly class students will quickly learn how
to decode!
5th gr. (Mondays or Tuesdays only)
The 5th grade year will focus on increasing decoding accuracy and
fluency. Students will also work towards “mastery” of the prayers and
blessings of the Friday evening service along with home and holiday
prayers and blessings. Although we do not place emphasis on
translation we do place much emphasis on personal meaning of each
of the prayers and blessings learned. This is “mastery”!
6th gr. (Mondays or Tuesdays only)
Motivation moves to a new level as our 6th graders move closer to Bar/
Bat Mitzvah. Continuing “mastery” of prayers and blessings student will
not only learn the prayers and blessings associated with the Shabbat
morning service but the Torah service, as well.
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Family Connections
In Torah we learn that in each generation there were families whose stories
serve to teach us about the joys and challenges that all families face
through time and space. At Temple Sholom our Family Connections
Program invites each of our families in Kindergarten through 5th grade to
write their own stories and add to the tapestry of Jewish heritage.
This year’s Family Connections Program invites families to join together two
times during the year. A “hands on” learning opportunity led by the
Education Director and/or grade-level teachers/learning guides. The second
program will provide families an opportunity to engage in a social action
experience either outside the walls of our synagogue or inside our walls
Please see the Family Connections dates below!

Family Connections Program Dates
BONIM
(Kindergaten & 1st Grade)

OLIM
(4th & 5th Grades)

Saturday, November 17
“The Lights of Shabbat”
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
@Temple Sholom

Saturday, November 17
“The Lights of Shabbat”
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
@Temple Sholom

Sunday, February 10
“Mitzvot and Memories”
9:30 am - Noon
@Temple Sholom

Sunday, February 10
“Mitzvot and Memories”
9:30 am - Noon
@Temple Sholom

CHAVERIM
(2nd Grade & 3rd Grades Together!)
Saturday, October 13
“Make it Holy”
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
@Temple Sholom
Sunday, December 2
2nd grade
“Mitzvot Circle”
9:30 am - Noon
@Temple Sholom

Sunday, December 2
3rd grade
“Mitzvot Circle”
9:30 am - Noon
@Mitzvah Circle
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Lifecycle Moments
Kindergarten Consecration
Our youngest students’ first steps into formal Jewish learning is a time for
celebration! Consecration, a rite of passage for Kindergarten students
at Temple Sholom, publicly recognizes this commitment to Jewish life
and learning. As students are welcomed onto our bimah they are
blessed by Rabbi Rigler and Cantor Marx, and receive their own torah
scroll to commemorate this moment.

Sixth Grade Aliyah “Move Up”
The end of the sixth grade year marks the beginning of a new and
exciting step in a student’s Jewish journey. During the seventh grade
year many of our students will celebrate their Bar or Bat Mitzvah. They
will also become members of our high school Rimon Noar program
leading them to Confirmation in 10th gr. As young adults in the Rimon
Noar program students will build upon the lessons that they have learned

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Bar and Bat Mitzvah is a rite of passage for all young Jewish adults age
thirteen or older. This meaningful ceremony celebrates a student's first
steps into Jewish adulthood. At Temple Sholom we encourage all of our
students to take part in this life-cycle event by completing the
requirements for a public ceremony which includess enrollment in our
religious school through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah year, completion of our
four-year Hebrew program along with Torah and Haftarah studies with
Cantor Marx.

Confirmation
Confirmation is a tenth-grade "coming of age" ceremony that
celebrates a young adult's emergence into Jewish adulthood. Much
more so than Bar or Bat Mitzvah, the student who has continued their
education is prepared to discuss, question, debate, and live their Reform
Judaism while moving on to college and beyond. The bonding that
occurs amongst our teens during this pivotal year creates life-long
relationships that are evidenced during the beautiful Confirmation
ceremony.
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Celebrating a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah at Temple Sholom
(Requirements)
Student must be enrolled in the Rimon through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah year!

• Students will complete the four-year Rimon Hebrew curriculum.
• In order for students to feel comfortable in the sanctuary and with Shabbat
worship services it is important for them to gain experiences in worship.
Students will meet the following Service Attendance requirements
Kind. & 1st grade

1 Family Shabbat Services

2nd & 3rd grade

2 Family Shabbat Services

4th gr. (Bet)

3 Family Shabbat Services and
1 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah service
at Temple Sholom

5th gr. (Gimel)

3 Family Shabbat Services and
1 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah service
at Temple Sholom

6th gr. (Gesherim)

2 Friday Night Shabbat Services and
2 Saturday Bar/Bat Mitzvah services at
Temple Sholom

Student and Parent
Responsibilities
Cell Phones
Cell phones are a wonderful tool of technology that keeps us
connected to others. Cell phones can also be a learning tool
but, at other times, they can be a distraction to learning.
Therefore, cell phones are not to be used in the classroom by
students unless the classroom teacher instructs students to use
them for educational purposes! If a student is using a cell phone
to make a call, answer a call, text message, or play a game the
student will be relieved of the cell phone - it will be returned to the parent.
If you need to reach your child in an emergency please call Claire at
610-356-5165 ext.128.
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Student and Parent
Responsibilities

Communication
It is vitally important that communication between faculty, students,
parents, and administration take place on a regular basis. By doing so,
our students, our families and our school can achieve the highest levels
of Reform Jewish Education possible. The education of each and every
child is our primary goal. To that end, keep the lines of communication
open!

Between School and Families
Today we are a technology driven and instant communication
society. As such, most communication that you receive from our
school will be in the form of weekly emails through Constant
Contact email “blast”. Please make sure that the school office has
your up-to-date email address....and remember to check your email.
Occasionally, families have questions that can best be answered in
a voice-to-voice communication. To ensure that you talk to the
person who can best answer your questions, please direct specific
questions to the following individuals:
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Dates
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Questions
Billing Questions
Classroom Concerns
Lifecycle Issues/Concerns
School Administrative Issues

Abbey Krain, Executive Director
Cantor Jamie Marx
Betsy Blackburn-Goslin, Bookkeeper
Your child’s classroom teacher
Rabbi Peter Rigler
Claire Williams, Rimon Assistant

Early Sunday Dismissal

At Rimon we end our Sunday mornings in the sanctuary as a kehillah
(community). Parents are part of our kehillah! Please join us in the
sanctuary at 11:45 each Sunday morning. PLEASE DO NOT ENTER THE
SANCTUARY TO PICK UP YOU CHILD EARLY! This is disruptivie to our
students and our clergy and songleaders who are leading our final
activity of the day!
We realize that it is occasionally necessary to pick up your child early. For
safety and security please note that If you need to pick up your child
before the end of the school day you must send a note or come into the
office to speak with Lori or Claire..
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Student and Parent
Responsibilities
Guests and Class Visitation

Due to liability and insurance students may not brings guests to school.
Parents are always welcome to visit the classroom with advance
notification.

Homework

Homework is appropriate when it is meaningful, motivating, and assigned
for the purpose of learning. Assignments will always be realistic in their
duration keeping in mind the demands of a child’s secular schoolwork
responsibilities. Keep in mind, especially when learning to read Hebrew,
reinforcement at home makes all the difference!

School Closings

The decision to close Religious and/or Hebrew school is made jointly by the
Executive Director and Education Director. This decision will be made by
7:45 a.m. on Sunday morning. Weekday closings follow the MarpleNewtown School District unless inclement weather begins later in the day. In
the event of such a situation, the decision to close school will be made
jointly by the Executive Director and Education Director. Notification of any
school closures will be sent through Constant Contact!

Snacks

During Sunday Rimon all children will receive a snack of
challah and grape juice. Pleasebe sure that we are informed
of any food allergies that your child may have. During midweek Rimon we ask that children eat snacks before class
begins and before entering the classroom. FOOD WILL NOT BE
PERMITTED IN THE CLASSROOM! Please remember that we are
a nut and tree-nut free school and building!

Tzedakah

Tzedakah (the opportunity to do righteous deeds for others), through
monetary contributions, non-perishable food items for the hungry, or
clothing for the needy, is something that we take very seriously and is at the
heart of Reform Judaism. We hope that you will help your child participate
in these activities. Tzedakah monies are collected during every Sunday and
weekday session.
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While we can remember the
past, we cannot write the
future. Only our children, the
future of our community, can
do that.
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

