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 CELEBRATE  
H ILLTOPPERS  
SHABBAT  AND   

T HE  90 TH  B IRTHDAY  
OF  

SARA  SHAPIRO  
 

Friday, April 15  8:00 PM  
 

Our Hilltoppers have been working hard at 
preparing an interesting and spiritual Shabbat 
program.  Following the theme of the "One Book/
One Jewish Community" selection for this year, "By 
Fire, By Water," the choir will be singing Sephardic 
tunes representing the journeys Jews have taken 
through the ages to achieve freedom.  In addition, 
Hilltoppers members will be sharing some of the 
Jewish journeys of their lives. 
 
Please join with us that night to support all the 
organizational members of Temple Sholom, and to 
wish Sara Shapiro a rousing Yom Huledet 
Sameach! 

T APING  OF   
H UMANITIES  ON  THE  ROAD   

 

Thursday, April 14 at 7:00 PM  
at Temple Sholom in Broomall  

 

Come be a part of  
the LIVE audience!  

 
Temple Sholom in Broomall will be the host 
site for an episode of Humanities on the 
Road, an arts and culture themed television 
show hosted by award winning journalist 
Tracey Matisak and presented by the 
Pennsylvania Humanities Council (PHC) and 
broadcast on Pennsylvania Cable Network 
(PCN-TV).  Temple Sholom was selected 
from more than 75 organizations from across 
Pennsylvania to host the presentation ñBlacks 
and Jews on Stage and Screenò by Warren 
Hoffman.  With their shared heritages of 
slavery, discrimination and Diaspora, blacks 
and Jews have trod similar, yet distinctive 
paths. This presentation by Warren Hoffman 
explores the various ways in which this 
complex history has manifested itself in films 
and plays. We'll watch and discuss clips from 
The Jazz Singer (1927), Driving Miss Daisy 
(1989), Fires in the Mirror (1993) and Liberty 
Heights (1999). We'll look at these works to 
determine the contributions that African 
Americans and Jewish Americans have made 
to American popular culture at large, as well 
as to determine what this says about how 
blacks and Jews talk to and about each 
other.  
  
The episode will be taped before a live audience on Thursday 
April 16 at 7:00 PM at Temple Sholom.  PCN-TV will broadcast 
the episode to 3.3 million households in the fall. Come and bring 
your friends to this unique happening. 
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ITõS A  MATCH ! W E  FOUND  
OUR  NEW  CANTOR .   

MEET  CANTOR   
K ERITH  SPENCER -SHAPIRO  
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Rabbi Peter C. Rigler 
Cantor Patrice Kaplan 
Rabbi Emeritus Mayer Selekman  
Abbey Krain, Executive Director 
Lori Green, Education Director 
Lorri Myers, Early Childhood Education Dir. 
Sandy Cohen, Community Coordinator 
 

 

Temple Sholom Executive Board 
Michael Samuels, President 
Michael Danowitz, Executive VP 
Brett Amdur, Senior VP 
Michael Bolotsky, Treasurer 
Jim Meyer, Secretary 
Steve Berger, Member at Large 
Auxiliary Representatives 
Mitch Wolfson, Brotherhood 
Cindy Meyer, Hilltoppers 
Josh Bomze, ToaSTY Advisor 
 

 

Snow Emergency - KYW School  
Closing #510 

 

Temple Sholom is a  
NON-SMOKING facility 

Temple  
Tidings  
Temple Sholom  
in Broomall  

55 North Church Lane  
Broomall, PA 19008  
 

               610 -356 -5165 Phone  
               610 -356 -6713 Fax  
610 -886 -2065 Education Office  

 

www.temple -sholom.org  
 

tidings@temple -sholom.org  

Temple Tidings Publication Guidelines 
 

Deadline for May 2011 
issue: April 5, 2011 

 

The Temple Tidings is published monthly.  Material  
submitted for publication may be edited for style,  

length and content.   
Anonymous submissions will not be printed. 

 

Please make submissions by E-MAIL if possible.  A  
confirmation message will be sent on receipt of your e-mail. 

The alternative is to bring or mail submissions to the 
Temple TYPEWRITTEN or CLEARLY PRINTED. 
Questions?  Call Elyse Endy, Editor 610-296-4096 

tidings@temple-sholom.org 

Advertising in the Temple Tidings 
 

Advertising contracts are arranged and paid IN  
ADVANCE of publication through the Temple Office.  

Call Elyse at 610-356-5165 or e-mail her at:   
tidings@temple-sholom.org.  Advertising rates are 

posted on our web site at:  
www.temple-sholom.org/aboutus/newsletter/ 

FROM  THE  DESK  OF  RABBI  R IGLER  
When we clean and cook for Passover it is a tremendous 
amount of work! I am sure many of you are hosting large 
Seders with days of preparation involved!  As we enter the 
holiday of Passover, the most widely observed Jewish 
holiday, we are reminded why we go through the trouble.  We 
celebrate Passover not only to remember our past but also to 
act as if we ourselves were freed from Egypt.  
 

In every generation, all are obligated to view themselves as having 
personally left Egypt, since it is said, "And you shall explain to your child on 
that day, 'It is because of what Adonai did for me when I went free from 
Egypt'." (Mishnah, P'sahim) Therefore we are obligated to thank, praise ... 
and bless the One who performed all these miracles for our ancestors and 
for us, for bringing us from slavery to freedom, anguish to joy, mourning to 
festival, darkness to great light, and subjugation to redemption. 
 
Also in the Haggadah we are reminded to look at the world through the eyes 
of slaves and not as free people. Freedom, with all of its rights and 
responsibilities, is what we are encouraged to celebrate. It begins simply 
with the name for "Egypt" in Hebrew, "Mitzrayim," from the Hebrew word 
"metzar" meaning "narrow" or "constricted." Egypt was the ultimate place of 
constriction. No single slave had ever escaped from there; let alone an 
entire nation of slaves. Once we crossed the Red Sea, we left the narrow 
places of Egypt and new worlds opened. 
 
When the Torah talks about freedom, it always connects it to a clear idea of 
the purpose of that freedom. Freedom without a purpose is slavery. 
Freedom without thinking of others who suffer, we are reminded, is 
pointless. The Exodus is, religiously speaking, not an event of history, dead 
and buried. It is now. It is the struggle of Jewish people in the world who are 
not able to celebrate because of poverty or oppression. It is the story of the 
people of Darfur who, even as we will celebrate the time of redemption, still 
only know suffering. It is the stories in recent weeks of those who are 
suffering from lack of food and resources. Passover is a reminder that we 
must continue to fight for social justice. As we celebrate, who is not yet able 
to do the same?  Joining a rich historical awareness to contemporary 
concerns for freedom and self-expression, enjoying the warmth of people 
you love while sharing delicious food, this is a time to renew our own 
commitments--to our own growth, to our relationships, and to our 
Judaism.  As we celebrate our past and our values, I wish you all a joyous 
and healthy holiday! 
 

Hag Sameach!  ~ Rabbi Peter Rigler 

RABBI õS CLASSES  
 

 

*Please confirm with the Office or Rabbi  

Tanakh Study*:   
Wednesdays, April 6, 13, 20 & 

27 
at 10:30 AM in the Library 

Torah Study*:   
Wednesday, April 13 
at 7:30 PM in the  
Multipurpose Room 
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 N OTES  FROM  CANTOR  KAPLAN  

Passover is fast approaching and, as 
always at this time, I'm looking 
forward to our Passover Seder!  Every 
year we have different people around 
the table, so there's always a 
possibility for new music, but the old 

standards surely do get sung a lot by our 
family.  Many years ago, I produced a little tape of 
Passover songs for our congregation, thinking you 
might be able to sing along around your own 
tables with a little help from a tape player.  I think 
it's time for an update ï so if you'd like to have a 
CD (or e-mailed mp3's) of me sharing traditional 
Passover songs - please let me know so I can 
send you a copy - or you can pick it up at the 
Temple if you just let me know that you're 
interested.   

 
Also - if you'd like to get started learning the 
Passover Kiddush, I'll be happy to email you an 

mp3 of the melody.  Just give me your e-mail 
address with the request.  Please send request 
to cantor@temple-sholom.org.  
 
As always - if you'd like professionally-made 
versions of Passover music, you can find 
wonderful arrangements online.  Here are a few 
websites for your listening, downloading, and 
purchasing pleasure!  Enjoy and have a sweet 
Passover! 
 
Some Jewish Music Websites: 
 
www.jewishmusic.com 
www.oysongs.com 
www.transcontinentalmusic.com 
 

       ~Cantor Patty Kaplan 

Prepping for Passover  

TõHIYEH  BRACHA  é AND  Y OU  SHALL  BE  A B LESSING  
 

CELEBRATE  CANTOR  PATTY õS 28 YEARS  AT   
T EMPLE  SHOLOM  

JUNE  3 & 4  
 

Friday, June 3 at 8:00 PM  
 
Join us for Shabbat Services on Friday evening as we honor Cantor Patty with a special 
Sabbath celebration with music composed by and featuring Brian Lowdermilk, the Temple 
Sholom Choir and professional musicians   This will be followed by an elegant Oneg. 
 

Saturday, June 4 at 7:00 PM  
 
Saturday evening join in music, merriment, and a little mayhem as we are entertained with 
multimedia tributes to Cantor Patty.  Surprise guests will be coming! 
 
Ice Cream Social/Dessert Reception follows.  $18 per person in advance and $25 at the door. 
 
Watch your mail for the invitation, and the chance for you to participate either as a sponsor, or to 
add your memories of Cantor Patty to the Memory Album.  Deadline for submissions is at the 
end of this month, April 30!  See page 21 or go to our website for order form and details. 
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A PRIL  ONEG  SPONSORS  
 

April 8 
Robbie and Jon Bloom, in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
 their daughter, Mara 
Dana and Jennifer Daugherty, in honor of the Bat 
 Mitzvah of their daughter, Samantha 
 
April 15   
The Shapiro, Lachman and Wallach families, in honor of 
 Sara Shapiro's 90th Birthday  
 
April 29  
Elizabeth and Andrew Shanfield, in honor of the Bat 
 Mitzvah of their daughter Evelyn 

Fresh Local Produce -  
Join the CSA  
 

Like Fresh Produce?  Get the best and support local 
farming by joining the Lancaster Farm Fresh CSA.   
Temple Sholom in Broomall has again applied to be a 
pick-up spot for the Lancaster Farm Fresh CSA.  A 
CSA (community supported agriculture) is a vegetable 
subscription program where individuals and families 
purchase a share of the harvest, paying the farmers in 
the winter and early spring, and receiving produce in 
the summer.  The vegetable share runs 25 weeks. 
Other options include: fruit shares (20 weeks), flower 
shares (20 weeks) and various organic dairy products 
and medicinal herbs which are also available for 
sale. Spots are still open and participants are still 
needed.  If you want to learn more visit 
www.lancasterfarmfresh.com and click on ñCSA.ò  
Register directly through Lancaster Farm Fresh.   

 
Make sure to write in ñTemple Sholom 
in Broomallò as the pick-up site if it 
does not come up on the site list. 
    
For more information, call or email  

                    Sandy Cohen at 610-356-5165 or        
                    skcohen@Temple-Sholom.org. 

M AZEL  T OV  TO : 
 
 

Ruth Gail & Steven Cohen on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Aubrey Rose Lawrence 

 
Pam & Dan Haas on the birth of their grandson, 

Mason Henry Shindel 

Executive Directorõs Corner 
 
There is nothing like the change of 
seasons!  With the Spring time comes 
warmer weather, sunshine, singing birds 
and blossoming greenery.  It's a 
wonderful time for us to enjoy the great 
outdoors.  As always, we have so much 
going on at Temple Sholom inside our 
building.  We are also busy out of 

doors!  Looking ahead, we have plans for bike riding and 
Shabbat in the Park as a community.  Our Preschoolers 
are enjoying our playground.  Our maintenance staff and 
dedicated volunteers are busy taking care of our out-of-
doors building chores:  tending to our landscaping, 
maintaining our driveway and parking lot and so much 
more. 
  
We want to invite you/remind you to come and experience 
the great outdoors at Temple Sholom.  Bring your coffee 
or a picnic lunch and come enjoy the beautiful spring 
weather with us - any day that works for you.  Sit on our 
benches.  Play in our playground.  Put down a blanket on 
our grass and play cards or enjoy a meal.  Get some 
exercise and do your walking/jogging around our building. 
Come with friends and family or come by yourself.  We 
are always here for you.  
  
Temple Sholom truly belongs to all of us - indoors and 
out. 
  
   ~Warmly, Abbey Krain 

N EWS  FROM  THE  OFFICE   

Todah Rabah!   
Blood Drive a Success!  

A huge thank you to those 54  

people who came out to support the 
March 14th American Red Cross blood 

drive.   Forty -nine pints were collected -  
even more than last year!   What a 

mitzvah!  

Lost & Maybe Found!  
 

We have accumulated lots of belongings 
in the Temple's Lost and Found over the 
past months.  We are doing some 
Spring cleaning (in honor of the 

upcoming Passover holiday) and will make a fresh start 
for our Temple closets.  With that in mind, we have now 
collected all stray items in one location.  We will keep 
them in the Temple office until the end of April.  At that 
time we will donate whatever remains.  Please come in 
and check for your belongings. 
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CANTOR  SEARCH  COMMITTEE  INTRODUCES :  

CANTOR  KERITH  SPENCER -SHAPIRO  
Dear Friends: 
 
It is our truly great pleasure to announce that Cantor Kerith Spencer-Shapiro will be the next Cantor at Temple 
Sholom.  We are incredibly blessed to be able to welcome Cantor Shapiro to our Temple family.  As you will soon 
learn, Cantor Shapiro is an incredible talent, a wonderful person, and a truly outstanding fit for our congregation. 
 
You might be interested to know a little bit about the process that has led to Cantor Shapiroôs selection.  As you may 
recall, we began the search for our new Cantor last Fall with the formation of the Cantor Search Committee (CSC).  
The Committeeôs first order of business was to conduct our online Cantor Search Survey, which generated many 
responses and a lot of very valuable feedback.  Weôll be posting a summary of the survey results on Templeôs website 
soon.  From November through January, the CSC conducted nine different focus groups with Temple members from 
many different constituencies.  In December, we submitted our application for a new Cantor to the American 
Conference of Cantors.  We received 16 applications for the position, and conducted nine phone/webcam interviews.   
When it became clear that Cantor Shapiro was by far the best choice for Temple Sholom, we invited her back for a 
series of onsite interviews, which included an audition before the Cantor Search Advisory Group.  Cantor Shapiro 
later met our Board of Trustees, who unanimously approved her selection as our next Cantor. 
 
It would be a dramatic understatement to say that everyone at Temple Sholom who has met Cantor Shapiro has 
come away incredibly impressed.  Indeed, the CSC, the Advisory Group, the Board, Rabbi Rigler, and Cantor Kaplan 
all enthusiastically support Cantor Shapiroôs selection.  Cantor Shapiro became an invested Cantor in 1999.  Since 
2003, she served at Temple Adas Emuno in Leonia, New Jersey.  After that congregationôs Rabbi retired in 2005, 
Cantor Shapiro served there as both Cantor and primary spiritual leader.  Cantor Shapiro is also very active in the 
American Conference of Cantors at the national level.  She is an amazingly beautiful singer, a talented guitar player, a 
confident spiritual leader, and an involved community member.  Most importantly, it is obvious to all of us that she 
embraces the values ï musical, spiritual, and cultural -- that make our Temple what it is today, and that will drive our 
great success into the future.    
 
The CSC could not have concluded its efforts so successfully without the help of many people.  In particular, we 
extend many thanks to all those who served on the CSC Advisory Group, which provided very valuable insight.  We 
offer heartfelt thanks to Rabbi Rigler and Cantor Kaplan for the many nights they stayed late to help us conduct 
interviews and to provide us with invaluable advice.  Many thanks also to Mark Rubinoff, who served as Templeôs 
advisor and representative on matters relating to Templeôs contract with Cantor Shapiro. 
 
Cantor Shapiro, along with her husband Scott Spencer and their son Zev (9), and daughter Frances (6), will join us 
here at Temple Sholom on July 1.  Between now and then weôll be forming a Cantor Transition Committee, which will 
coordinate the various events weôll be holding to welcome Cantor Shapiro to Temple Sholom.  Please be on the 
lookout for notices about these events.  Weôd certainly love to see you there. 
 
Please join us in welcoming Cantor Shapiro to Temple Sholom, as we all evolve and grow together toward new 
successes. 
 
Respectfully, The Cantor Search Committee: 
 

Brett Amdur (Chair) 
Eric Cantor, Shirley Chalick, Cindy Fastman, Caryn Gourley, Scott Kalish, Carl Miller, Lisa Pottiger,  
Mike Samuels, Drew Shanefield, Melissa Shusterman, Andi Stern, and Eli Weiner 

Help Support the Temple Tidings!  
 

Place Your Ad Here  
 

Contact Tidings Editor for details  
tidings@temple -sholom.org  
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 M EMORY  MAKERS :  R ABBI  M AYER  & A NN  SELEKMAN  
For twenty-eight years, the 
partnership between Rabbi 
Mayer Selekman and Temple 
Sholom  was based on mutual 
respect, shared goals, and 
genuine affection.  Like the 
congregation he led, Mayer was 
known for his warmth, his 
acceptance of differences, and 
his commitment to inclusivity.   
 
Mayer and Ann were both raised 
as conservative Jews.  Their 
homes were observant in dietary 

laws and in the observation of holidays.  Mayer attended 
the Conservative Seminary from 1959-1963 but it soon 
became clear to him that he could no longer function in 
the Conservative movement nor stay at the 
Conservative Seminary where he had begun his 
rabbinical training. With great fear and trepidation, he 
left and spent the next four years studying at the Reform 
Seminary in New York.  With no credit given for his 
previous studies, he began as a freshman, one who had 
married in 1961 and fathered three children.  Upon 
graduation, he taught in Cincinnati.  Mayer says, ñWhat I 
discovered at the Reform Seminary, which I could feel 
but not express at the time, was a commitment to 
wanting to be responsible for my own Judaism and not 
being told what I should practice.ò In 1992, he was 
granted a Doctor of Divinity degree. 
 
When Mayer and Ann came to the Temple in 1971, the 
congregation consisted of about 135 families.  Mayer 
came with many novel ideas unfamiliar to the 
congregation.  According to Ann, ñThere was more 
intermarriage. There were also interracial 
marriages.  Mayer came to the Temple having officiated 
at both. There was more questioning of things that were 
meaningful to people in a religious sense. Although 
some people left the Temple because of Mayer's 
acceptance of intermarriage, others were more open to 
new ideas.  Ann notes, "Members with children who 
would later intermarry had more information about the 
incoming family. Prior to this, they didnôt have the 
opportunities and experiences to ask óWhat should I do?ô  
 
Mayer introduced more variety to Shabbat services and 
more opportunities for learning. Mayer adds, ñI came 
with a different management style from most rabbis. I 
came as a facilitator, not a boss. I saw myself as an 
employee of the congregation. The leadership of the 
congregation was the Board. The Board decided all 
issues including all ritual and religious issues. I 
presented the choices that were available to them but 
left them to decide what would be appropriate for 
Temple Sholom.ò Mayer's was a "bottom up" rather than 
"top down" management style.  
 
 

The Temple soon embarked on an exciting two-year 
mission statement and building project with a 
management consultant. The mission statement set the 
tone for the personality, culture and goals of the 
congregation.  It also built upon the Templeôs past 
history and cemented the Templeôs openness and 
supportiveness. Over the years, the heterogeneity of the 
congregation became a point of pride. The Board 
process became more robust as others were respected; 
disagreements were over issues, not between people.  
 
Just as Mayer's hair has gone from dark to distinguished 
salt-and-pepper, so too has our Temple changed 
physically over the years.  In 1971, the sanctuary was in 
what is now the multi-purpose room.  A raised platform 
served as the bimah and a reading desk as the cantorial 
lectern.  Sandy Gold, currently a choir member, was the 
cantorial soloist. During her tenure, there was a hired choir 
for the High Holy Days. She was followed by Herb Ruzan, 
who started our volunteer choir.  Patty Kaplan served, first 
as a cantorial soloist and then as cantor.  Ron Rothermel 
was the first organist/pianist, followed by Paul Kaufmann.   
 
The original doors to the Temple were in the current 
location of the doors to the multi-purpose room. The 
building began as one long rectangle with four classrooms 
and a multi-purpose room.  The two storage rooms on 
either side of the multi-purpose room served as 
offices. The staff consisted of Mayer, secretary Olga 
Stefaniak, education director Mitch Itzko, and a janitor. Ann 
Selekman was the principal of the Hebrew School for six 
years and was also a Hebrew school and pre-confirmation 
teacher.  Hebrew School was held three days a week and 
religious school once a week. 
 
The round ark, which is still in use, was designed by a 
Temple member, Ted Miller.  He also made the menorah 
outside the Temple and designed the original stained glass 
window which had blue and green leaves, which was 
donated by Walter and Bernice Schwartz in memory of 
Berniceôs father.  The design on the present ark represents 
The Tree Of Life. It was designed and created by Isa 
Barnett, a member of the congregation and a prominent 
artist and dedicated in 1993. The Ner Tamid, the eternal 
light, was dedicated in memory of Harold Gold, the former 
husband of Micki Sugar. It represents the Shechina, the 
wings of God and it matches our stained glass window. Six 
rugs, hook-woven by Sisterhood, hung between the 
windows in the multi-purpose room.  Bonai Shalom, The 
Builders of Shalom, is a sculpture designed by Phil Veloric.  
Located in the multi-purpose room, it contains dedicatory 
plaques.  Phil also created an epoxy simulation of the Wall 
of Jerusalem, one of which is displayed near in the 
Multipurpose Room.  These four artists, Phil Veloric, Isa 
Barnett, Ted Miller, and Barbara Blinder were part of the 
Daled Limited, a group commissioned to make limited  
 

Continued on next page 
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 M EMORY  MAKERS  CONTINUED  ...  
My Favorite Room in the World........ 
  
I've often thought that of all of the rooms in all of the 
buildings in the whole world, my absolute, hands-down 
favorite is the sanctuary at my synagogue, Temple 
Sholom in Broomall.  Why should this be true?   
  
Could it be the memories?  When I was still a young boy, I 
remember riding my bicycle to my synagogue one 
Saturday morning for services with my Rabbi, Milton 
Shulman.  Guess what?  I was the only one who came to 
the Sanctuary that day, but Rabbi Shulman didn't care; he 
ran the entire service just for me alone, and then he 
loaded me and my bicycle into his Ford Country Squire 
station wagon and drove me home. 
  
Maybe it's the people. The quiet happiness of Friday 
nights with "the regulars" is something special.   With 
apologies to Anatevka, where else could Sabbath be so 
sweet?  What could be more affirming than filing into the 
Sanctuary just before High Holy Day services to greet and 
hug the loving throng of our extended Temple family 
gathered to pray together? 
  
  
It must be the family.  To be a Bar or Bat Mitzvah and feel 
the flood of love and pride wash over you; to be married 
and be surrounded under our chupah with everyone in the 
world you care about and who cares about you; to have 
lost a dear one and have your family be comforted in the 
Sanctuary by ancient words and customs along 
with touches of concern. 
  
Certainly, the music.  Our Patty has helped to inject us all 
with the musical essence of our People.  How many times 
have we been elevated by music and song from Brian, 
Bonia, Doug, the Wistar Quartet, Rob, our musicians, 
singers, choirs and an endless parade of gifted soloists 
and visitors?  In many ways our Sanctuary is also God's 
Concert Hall. 
  
In the end, I think it's the words.  The words of the Torah 
that teach us how we should live together, the words of 
our beloved Rabbis who break the wisdom of centuries 
down for us, the words of our prayerbooks and in our own 
hearts that make Judaism a live and living concept for us 
to hold onto and believe in.  The words open the doors for 
everything else in the Sanctuary.  But words are a two-
way street- they must be said AND heard to have any 
meaning.   
  
The Board of Temple Sholom invites you to share your 
own unique vision of the memories, people, family, music, 
and words in our Sanctuary that have meaning in your 
own life.  I'll see you there, in my favorite room in the 
whole world. 
 
    ~Howard Cylinder, Board Member 

Continued from previous page 
 
editions of art work sold to Temple members for 
fundraising purposes.  The first building project added a 
foyer, the sanctuary, and four additional classrooms. A 
second building project brought the building to its 
current state.  The school wing was dedicated in honor 
of Rabbi Milton Shulman, who had preceded Rabbi Paul 
Swerdlow.   
 
When Mayer arrived, there was a School Committee, a 
Board, and a Temple Beautiful Committee. Over the 
years, a Bat Torah class was formed, consisting mostly 
of women, and an adult education class began.   Mayer 
introduced a simultaneous service format held monthly 
and similar to the current Synaplex Shabbat.  People 
could attend services, poetry, or history.   Norman 
Sassler taught Jewish History and Pat Brotman led 
poetry.   There was Sisterhood, Brotherhood, and the 
Temple Sholom Senior Youth Group (TSSY).   
  
Shabbat services were held Friday nights and Bar and 
Bat Mitzvahs were held Saturday mornings. Mayer read 
the Torah most Friday nights, often choosing the most 
unpalatable part of the weekôs Torah reading.  He would 
ask the congregation to close their eyes and he would 
read from the Torah and translate.  Then he would elicit 
their intellectual and emotional responses and ask what 
sermon they would deliver on the selected passage. The 
exchanges were lively and thought-provoking, if 
unconventional.  Ann made strudel and Eileen Wolfson 
baked challahs for the Oneg Shabbats. 
 
Mayer initiated a 7:30 childrenôs service the first Friday 
of each month.   Mayer says, òIt was a lot of fun, a lot of 
noise and a lot of good times.ò The ritual of wearing 
religious attire grew over the years and eventually, the 
Temple provided kippot.  The rise of feminism was 
reflected in the increasing number of women who chose 
to wear kippot and tallisses. The very successful para-
rabbi and para-cantor program was created by Patty 
Kaplan. It was an effective way to empower lay people 
and demonstrate that they could do what clergy did.  
Many of the innovations Mayer introduced in the 1970's 
were scoffed at by colleagues but are now done by most 
congregations. Mayer is happy to see these changes. 
ñWe made some good history with the wonderful people 
at the Temple,ò he says. Looking back, Mayer says, ñMy 
tenure at the Temple and the people there were 
wonderful. It was wonderful to be embraced by the 
congregation and to embrace them.ò 
 
Editorôs Note: The Memory Makers column is the 
brainchild of Barbara Clarke and Donna Hendel.  They 
interview, write and edit each story.  Itôs a true labor of 
love.  
 
Thanks also to Deane Lappin for her editorial 
assistance. 

A W ORD  FROM  THE  BOARD  
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T OASTYõS T IDINGS   
 
It's almost Spring, which means Passover, 
warmer weather and getting back 
outdoors.  What a great time of year! 
 
Congratulations to Samantha Prager.  Sam was recently 
elected to be the 2011-2012 NFTY-PAR Social Action 
Vice President.  This is a huge honor her and for Temple 
Sholom.  In her new position, Sam will coordinate social 
action programs throughout the Pennsylvania region, 
working together with all of the Reform Jewish 
congregations and their youth groups.  We are very 
proud of her and we know that she will represent Temple 
Sholom very well.    
 
Upcoming Dates for Youth & Toasty Events: 
April 8 - 10  NFTY-PAR Spring Kallah 
April 10 - Cooking for Mitzvah Meals, 1:30 PM ï 3:00 PM 
at the Temple 
April 12 - Mitzvah Meals Food Service Project 
April 23 - American Jewish History Museum Trip 
  
Don't forget to watch for other upcoming Youth events at 
Temple Sholom.  New ones can pop up at any 
time.  You can check up on us at Temple-sholom.org or 
check us out on Facebook at toasty@facebook.com.  
Remember please support youth programs at Temple 
Sholom by donating to the Youth Scholarship Fund.  Our 
kids are our future. 
 
Stay Tuned!!  Please contact toasty@temple-sholom.org 
or call 609-238-4738 for more information.  
 

   ~  Josh Bomze, Youth Group Advisor 

L OBBY  CAF£ 
 
The Sunday Caf® continues to do well.  It is 
really nice to see many smiling happy faces enjoying 
the treats and bagels. I would like to thank the following 
for baking, running the cafe and donating baked goods 
for March, April and May:  Brooke Braunstein, Grace 
Gherovici, Alison Holt-Kalish, Julie Lasorsa, Lisa 
Nussbaum, Joan Pakuris, Mollie Plotkin and family, 
and Lon and Jeff Rosenblum.     
  
The Caf® is successful because of the support of our 
religious school families. 
 
Help is still needed running the Caf® on the 11:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM shifts for April and May.  Please contact 
Kim Segal at larkimseg@juno.com if you can lend a 
hand.    
 
   ~Kim Segal  Caf® Coordinator 

Academy & ToaSTY  
Dance A Thon  

to benefit  
  

TEMPLE SHOLOM  IN BROOMALL  AND   
THE JEWISH NATIONAL  FUND 

 

Sponsor a Temple Sholom Student  
or ToaSTY Member  

 

Saturday, May 7  
7:00 PM  - 11:00 PM  

 
The donations will be used to help reseed 
Israel's forests and at Temple Sholom to 
make it more environmentally friendly.  

 
Anyone may sponsor as many  

Temple Sholom Academy members or 
ToaSTY members for the number of hours 

they dance.  
 

Music, food, and prizes!  

 
Join us in a night of dancing!  

Dancers with at least three sponsors will 
get in free. Otherwise, admission is $12.00 

per person.  
See you there!  

 
Student Contact: Peri Leavitt - 

perileavitt@comcast.net  
Parent Contact: Josh Bomze - 

toasty@templesholom.org  
 

RSVP by April 10  

B IMAH  BASKETS   
 

Festive baskets to decorate the 
Bimah and benefit  the Life 

Center for Eastern Delaware County.    
 

Two Bimah baskets are $150 ($75 each) and a 
smaller Oneg Basket is available for the Oneg 

Table for $45.  Interested in ordering the 
baskets?  Please contact Stephanie Albero at 

610-459-3645 or email her at 
stephalbero@yahoo.com.   
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W OMEN õS SPIRITUALITY  
 

We are in for a real treat this month.  Two 
programs are scheduled, one on April 6 and 

the other on April 27.   On April 6 at 7:30 PM, Cantor 
Patrice Kaplan will present a program on the ñSayings 
of our Fathers and Mothers,ò based on the famous 
sayings in the Mishnah and Pirkei Avot.  We will meet 
in the Sanctuary for this program.  Together, we will 
learn some new tunes and enjoy sharing some old 
ones.  Patty will be retiring in June, so this is truly an 
opportunity not to be missed. 
 
On April 27 at 7:30 PM join us in the Library, when 
Rabbi Michele Medwin will journey from New York and 
once again study with us from the new volume:  ñThe 
Torah - A Woman's Commentary.ò  As always, we are 
looking forward to the many questions and answers we 
struggle with when we study Torah together.  Every 
time Michele visits with us, we feel we are rekindling a 
beautiful experience. 
 
Hope you can get our summer book discussion 
selection and enjoy the wonderful stories and 
anecdotes that are presented by Rabbi Karyn 
Kedar.  Mark your calendar for July 27 ï Book 
Discussion: ñThe Bridge to Forgiveness: Stories and 
Prayers for Finding God and Restoring Wholenessò by 
Karyn D. Kedar. 

CONVERSATIONS  WITH  M EN  
Sunday, April 3 at 9:30 AM  

 
This new program, begun in February, is for the men of 
Temple Sholom to join together for a course of 
conversation and study, both exciting and enriching.  
Led by Rabbi Rigler and Bob Isaacson, Judaism, 
religion, spirituality and God are some of the topics for 
discussion. The role of men and boys in American 
Jewish life is a topic of growing concern.  
  
In March the conversation focused on ñYour first or 
most powerful experience with Judaism.ò  It was lively 
and interesting.  We look forward to the next meeting 
on April 3.  Please contact Bob Isaacson at 
bob@fullcirclesolutions.net or the Rabbi for more 
information. 
 

Want to join?  Contact Bob Isaacson at 
bob@fullcirclesolutions.net  610-446 -4298  

CHAI -MEN  
RECRUITING  & 

T RAINING  
 
Donôt need to go to Florida for 
spring training. 
  
Dust off your glove and bang out 
your cleats. 
  
The Chai-men are back! 
  
The Temple Sholom Chai-men softball team is getting 
ready for another season. 
  
The Chai-men are always looking for new members. 
  
All practices and games are held on Sundays at  
10:00 AM. 
  
If you would like to come out and play, please contact:  
Jay Prager at 610-446-7588. 
  
See you on the field! 

T
S

 
SAVE  THE  DATE  AND  Y OUR  

A PPETITE ! 
 
Screen writer Seth Front to present ñThe Jewish Zodiac: 
A Culinary History of Jews In America Based On The 
Astrological Signs Of The Delicatessen.ò   
Monday, May 9 for a deli dinner ï YUM! 
  
In Seth's own words:   
 
"I was sitting at a Chinese restaurant one Sunday night, 
waiting for my Moo Goo Gai Pan and reading the 
Chinese Zodiac placemat that served as my table setting. 
You know - Year of the Dragon and Year of the Ox - the 
kitschy red and gold placemat with a few sentences 
describing the personal characteristics of each specific 
animal sign.  
 
And I thought to myself, being the good rabbiôs son that I 
am, Jews love Chinese food.  Why isn't there a Jewish 
Zodiac?  But what would a Jewish Zodiac be?  It wouldn't 
be 'Year of the Dragon' or 'Year of the Ox,' it would be 
'Year of the Bagel' and 'Year of the Lox.' It would be deli 
food!  
 
And thus "The Jewish Zodiac" was born.  Being a 
comedy writer, I started creating the personality type for 
each deli food symbol, and all I can say is I was divinely 
inspired.  Is The Jewish Zodiac for real?  No, it's for fun!  
So have a laugh and enjoy. And remember, you don't 
have to be Jewish to believe in The Jewish Zodiac." 
 
Details to follow soon! 

mailto:bob@fullcirclesolutions.net
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H ILLTOPPERS  H APPENINGS  
 
Board Meeting 
The Hilltoppers Board will meet on Thursday, April 7 at 
10:30 AM in the Temple Library.  You are invited to join 
us and become involved. 
   
Monthly Meeting 
As you may recall, our December meeting was 
cancelled on account of the weather.  We have 
rescheduled that program for Thursday, April 21 at 
7:30 PM. 
  
At that time we will be treated to a short play by award-
winning Wyncote playwright, Vivian Green, who is a 
member of the Dramatists Guild of America.  The play 
is entitled ñSingle Again,ò a tragicomic monologue 
about a middle aged widow who goes online to find a 
new mate.  This will be a staged script-in-hand reading 
by Cecile Mann, an Equity actress.  Ms. Mann holds a 
B.A. degree in Theater and has performed in Off 
Broadway productions and in Regional and Repertory 
Theater. 
  
The playwright will attend the performance and 
following the presentation both the playwright and the 
actress will participate in a question and answer 
session with the audience. 
  
Our program will be followed by refreshments and a 
chance to meet with old friends and new.  Our 
meetings are free to Hilltoppers members, with a 
suggested donation of $2.00 from non-members. 

  
Book Discussion Group 
On Thursday, April 28 at 1:15 PM, we will review 
ñRunning From Home,ò  by Rita Ross. 

 
Donations 
There are many reasons for making donations to the 
Temple.  We are now able to direct our donations to 
the Hilltopppers fund by making out the checks 
payable to óHilltoppersô and mailing them to the 
Temple.  Your donations will be listed in the Tidings. 

Conference and Social Center at St. Lukeõs  

We welcome the opportunity to host your next event.  

Receptions ·  Showers ·  Bar/Bat Mitzvahs ·  Conferences  
Training ·  Sporting events ·  Meetings ·  Fundraisers  

Call today to schedule a tour of our facility!  
610-353-1592 

 
Hilltoppers Theater & Dinner Party  

 
 
 

Sunday, May 1 at 1:15 PM  
Show: Players Club of  Swarthmore  

Dinner: Towne House, Media  
 

Open to Hilltoppers and Friends  
Tickets: $52.00 per person  

(non -refundable)  
Includes: show, dinner, tax & gratuity  

(Show only: $22 ~~~ Dinner only: $30)  
 

Please fill out the form below, make your 
check payable to  òHilltoppers,ó and mail to : 

Thelma Greenbaum, 1001 City Avenue, 
WB910, Wynnewood, PA 19096.   

Questions? Call Thelma at 610 -642-8818  
 

The deadline for reservations is  
Monday, April 18  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

For  Theater & Dinner Party  
May 1  2:00 pm  

 
Name(s):        

 
Phone #:        

 
Number for both Show & Dinner @ $52.00:    

Number for Dinner only   @ $30.00:    

Number for Show only   @ $22.00:___________ 

  

Choice of : 

 Baked Salmon   How many_____ 

   Breast of Chicken   How many_____  

   Veal Parmesan with Spaghetti  How many_____ 

  

Check enclosed:  $________ 
 

The deadline for reservations is  
Monday, April 18  
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H ILLTOPPERS  CLOSING  SUPPER  
AND  ENTERTAINMENT  

 
Thursday, June 9 at 6:00 PM  

 
On Thursday, June 9 at 6:00 PM, Hilltoppers and friends 
will enjoy a light supper by Thyme Caterers, followed by a 
program of delightful entertainment by The New Horizons 
Senior Glee Club, an award winning ensemble of 33 ener-
getic volunteer singers and musicians, directed by Selma 
Savitz.  The ages of these very talented group members 
range from 58 to 89 years.  Each May the group appears 
at Philadelphiaôs Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in 
honor of Older Americans Month, with music selected from 
the works of Gershwin, Berlin, Porter and other great song-
writers well known to the senior American public.  Once 
youôve seen them youôll want to see them again and again. 
  
The cost for the evening is $15.00 per person.  For reser-
vations please send your checks, payable to ñHilltoppers,ò 
to Serene Friedman, 53 S. Malin Road, Broomall, PA 
19008.  Include the number of people, your name and 
phone number.  For any further information call Serene at 
610-356-4047.  

 
The deadline for reservations is  

June 2nd  

 
For  Closing Supper & Entertainment  

June 9th 

  
Name(s):       
  
Phone #:       
  
Number of People:  Check enclosed:  $  

F IDDLER  A S UCCESS ! 
 
As the haunting strains of a lone violin (played by our own 
TS Fiddler, Laurie Albert) drifted through the Media Theatre, 
the guests some costumed and some in street clothes 
came in to share a special viewing and sing-a-long to 
Fiddler on The Roof.  The room bubbled with excitement as 
friends greeted each other, song books in hand (thank you 
Cantor Kaplan and Nertila Kochibelli) in this off site 
venue.  Rabbi Riglerôs welcome and comments regarding 
his personal journey which began just off of the New Jersey 
Turnpike brought chuckles from all. 
   
Shelby Frankel and Aimee Rubin (very authentically attired 
thanks to the Swarthmore Players Club who provided a 
number of costumes) ran a very special organized, detailed 
and creative event in a very short time frame.  The only 
thing missing that day was the 3-D Fiddler and logo created 
by Richard Wagner and Lisa Learner-Wagner.  Due to the 
wet weather we felt the Fiddler was safer in the TS lobby. 
   
Thank you to all who pitched in to make it such a great 
program.  We look forward to sharing more unusual venues 
with you. 

GENEALOGY  FAIR  
 

Sunday, June 12  
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

In the Multipurpose Room  
 

�Î �� Nearly a dozen ñStationsò with information to 
trace your ancestry 

�Î �� Talk to the Experts 
�Î �� Free Admission/Free Parking 

 
Sponsored by the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Philadelphia, this program is open to the 
public.  Invite your friends. 


